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For Immediate Release 
 
Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario announced as Ontario’s Aboriginal 
Sport Body 
 
October 20, 2010 
 
BOTHWELL, Ontario – Aboriginal Team Ontario (ATO) is pleased to announce a new 
Board of Directors and name for Ontario’s provincial-territorial Aboriginal sport body.  
 
The Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario (ASWCO) governed by a new 
twelve-member volunteer Board of Directors, met in Sudbury, Ontario for the first time 
on September 17-18, 2010. The Board has broad representation geographically, with four 
members each from the northern, central and southern regions of Ontario. The Executive 
is comprised of a Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary, as well as a Vice-Chair representing 
each region (North, South, and Central). In addition, the Board includes members who 
identify as Inuit, Métis, and First Nations.    
 
“Sport, recreation and physical activity are a part of our identity. The Aboriginal Sport & 
Wellness Council of Ontario will provide opportunities for our people to achieve 
improved health and fitness,” said newly elected Chair Marc Laliberte. “We are 
committed to sport and physical activity as a vehicle for overall healthy wellbeing, and as 
a valuable tool in coping with and overcoming obstacles. Our collective experience at the 
ASWCO has taught that sport is a powerful, positive force that enriches lives.”  
 
The Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario’s vision is to encourage active and 
healthy Aboriginal people, families, and communities in Ontario with a mission to 
enhance the physical, emotional, mental, spiritual, cultural, and social well-being of 
Aboriginal people through physical activity, recreation, and sport.   
 
Six pillars will build the foundation for the activities of the ASWCO: long-term holistic 
development through physical activity, recreation and sport; leadership and coach 
development; recognition of excellence; partnership and development; communications 
and informatics (IT); and governance.  
 
While the ASWCO is the new provincial/territorial sport body for Ontario, the athletic 
team for provincial representation at international and national multi-sport and individual 



sport championships for Indigenous and Aboriginal peoples will continue as Aboriginal 
Team Ontario (ATO). 
 
Directors of the Board: 
Tim Archie, Vice-Chair – North (Big Grassy River First Nation) 
Roger Boyer II, Vice-Chair – Central (Mississauga First Nation) 
Patrick Cheechoo, Director (North – Thunder Bay)  
Carey Conway, Director (Central – Blind River) 
Stephanie Feletto, Treasurer (North – Thunder Bay) 
Austin Henry, Director (South – Chippewas of the Thames) 
Robert Lackie, Director (South – Toronto) 
Marc Laliberte, Chair (North - Thunder Bay)  
Lynn Lavallée, Vice-Chair - South (Barrie)  
Elaine Lickers, Director (South – Six Nations) 
Peter Nahwegahbo, Director (Central – Aundeck Omni Kaning) 
Kim Wheatley, Secretary (Central - Shawanaga First Nation)  
 
The Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario would like to thank the Ministry of 
Health Promotion and Sport, the Southern First Nation Secretariat, and Motivate Canada 
for their ongoing financial and administrative support. The ASWCO also acknowledges 
the contribution and work of the Aboriginal Team Ontario Taskforce and Work Groups; 
and the Aboriginal Sport Circle and the North American Indigenous Games Council’s 
support in recognizing ATO as the official sport team of Ontario. 
 
The ASWCO website is www.aswco.com. Please check the website for our upcoming 
logo contest that will award a cash prize.  
  
For additional information, please contact:  
 
Marc Laliberte 
Chair – Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario 
(807) 285-7625 
chair@aswco.com 
 
or 
 
Marcia Trudeau 
Coordinator – Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario 
(647) 963-3862 
coordinator@aswco.com 
 
  
 


