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ABST~,\CT. lb,' origIns of thl' WI'St"rn l'Lnns Metis in the latter quarln of th l' eighteenth
century are a function of "wintering' in th" Montreal-bawd fur trade , Win te ring laid the basis
for rl'la llonslllPS which with the emergence of the Irl'l'man would l'Stablish the sociocultural
C1rl"'lmstana... nl'C<'Ss;lry for some Native children to be raised distinct from rcsidcnrial lndian
bands. With tho rnernegc-, uf th,.....' children among themselves the MNis would l'l"lll'l"g" as a
part olthl' prcsculorncnr WI'S,,'rn Canadian ""d,xultural complex.

SO MMAIRE. La pra h'jlll' d" ''-hiwrn''f;<"N adopt&.' pdr II'S compagn ie, montr(.alai....'S d"
teauc des Iourrurcs, I'''rlique I'appannon dl'S M{-ti... dans Ie" plames de l'Duest durant le
dcrrucr quart du XVlll sieclc. L'hrvernago suus-t"nd ait dC'S rel ations sodalcs qui, sune a
l'cm<'rgl'ncI' des "hommes !ibn'S," allaicnt fo rmer un substrat socioculturel essen tiel ;\ la
pratique d'elcvcr des I'nfants J<' souchc am(.nndil'tln" ;l l'cca r t des group"'" autochtoncs
tradlhonl"ll,k Ll... mtl'rmatlagl's dcvaicn t suusoquommcm po;-Tml't1rc ;l la nation mo usse
d'emorger conlllle element nll1s11tUli ( d'unc r(odlili.' sccioculturellc Nablic avant l'erc de la
colonisation.

Over the pas t half cen tu ry the historical assessme n t of the ninetee nth
ccutu ry Plains Ml'tiSexperience has alte red fro m that 0( "losers" to that of
"winners." The appl'ar,m Cl' o f It's hioemanis (win tcrcrs) on the western
Plain s in the 1840s was, for Marcel Gira ud, ev idence tha t " primi tiv ism" had
won o ut ov er "civilization" in the lives o f man y of the Plains Metis ,l More
recently, for Ccrbard Ens, the same ev idence suggests a highl y effective
cntrcprcncuna l responSt' to an ind ustrial market opportun ity,~ With the
emergence o f this schola rly rea ssessment historia ns ha ve ex hibi ted height
ened int erest in the fate of the Metis with tb c onsct of sculcmcn t in the last
d ecades of the rnnctor-n th cen tury. Ml't is primitivism is no longer an
accep table explandtion for thl' ma rg maltza tion o f the Metis in th is pe riod .
This same histor ica l rea ssessment has heightened interest as we ll in the
questions of wha t were. i1 century ca rl icr, the circu ms tanccs and proc l'sscs
which gavl' rise to the Metis. As scholars have come to app recia te mixed
Eu ro-Cana dian and Indi an ancestry as sim ply a biological fact , sha red
among m.lny individuals who ma y choose to identi fy culturally as Ind ian,3
M(,tis or Euro-Canadian, thei r interes t has sh arpened in term s of the
cirr-u rnstances an d p rocesses wh ich constitu te Metis othnogon csts.' No
longer are mixed ancestry and the SOd,l1 circums tances wh ich gave rise to
it su fficicn t oxplanatton for the origins of the M(,tis on the wes tern Plain s.

Tho contex t for the processes a nd soc ial relationships which g,lve rise to
till' Plains M{>tis was win tering as it was practiced by Mo ntreal-based fu r
trad ers in the last quarter of the eighteen th cen tury in lepays sauvage (India n
coun try). ' The foc al person was the COI/rellr de drouine (itinera n t trader) o r
CVIII/lli..~ (clerk), till' "ou tsidcr" fro m an Ind ian perspective. who led a trad ing
p,1fty seeking to ma ke con tact with Indian hunters o n their win tering
grounds. The pn X'ess (If e-stablishing this trad e constitu ted the first step in
the two-step p rocess tha t gavl' rise 10 the Metis. Du ring the first s tep three
cn tlcaI rela tionships were formed. The first was the coun try ma rriage (If the
outsider to it prominen t woma n of the India n ba nd. The second rela tion 
ship in volvcd the outsider in a kin rcla tionsh ip \v ith the ad III t ma les of the
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Indian ban d . And the 1.1S1 relati on shi p in volved the tnu reur de drouine in
associati on with hi s fell ow en;.:a>it's (servants) as comrades and work mates.
The sha red cxpcnonccs of these relationships gave expression 10 the Metis
when the ou tsid er with his COUll try wife and famil y chose [olive apart from
both the trad ing po st and th e Indian band.

L'nomme fibre, the freeman , looms large in the process of M(·tis cthno
genesis. His historical importance ill part lies in his socia l tics to indigen ou s
Indian ba nds who came to cons ider this outsid er as OIl(' of themselves.
Rarely o f British o rigin, the Canadien Of "eas tern Indian" freeman was a
phenomenon o f the Montreal-based fur trad e and its en drouinc (itinerant
peddling ) system o f trad e. Usua lly he was all engage who had estab lished
himself as a man of co nsequence among his fellows. Physical p ro wess
coun ted fur mu ch , but not all ; ge ne ros ity an d a pencha nt for an evoca tive
so ng a nd an en tertai ning s tory were recog nized as wel l. The man of
consequ t'nce influen ced o thers and ,1ffcctcd the image of bei ng less influ
enced by o the rs. The ma n of consequence ac ted to become a "master" of his
own aff,lirs and circu mstances. t he logic o f th is ethos among the fu r trad e
ensaSt~ led some to end their relationship with the trudt ng post as engages
a nd become Irs hommcs librcs. Th is means of ex p ressing their sense of
con sequence. by bec oming free, was the bcgtnnmg of the second stage in a
two- step p rocess which was in firna tcty an d cri rically in volved in the crncr
gen ce of the Pla ins Meti s.

Particular be ha viours di stin gu ish the historical Plains Meti s from in
digonou s Indians and from Eur o- Canadians. The na tu re o f these distin
gulsha blc behaviours in signi fiGlnt measure may well be "degree" rather
than "kind." Further, suc h beh aviours can be sa id to be cen tral to the
cu ltu re o f these people. To exp lain thei r cultu ral origi ns it is usefu l to
ackn owl ed ge the cn culturation o fchild n-nil S a fundamental mechan ism in
th e transmi ssion of cu lture gcrw rat lonelly. Thus the critical fea ture in
ex p lain ing Met ts ctbnogcncsts is not mi n -d ancestry; ra Iher, il is the his tori 
ca l ci rcu msta nces and p rocesses which s aw SOIlW ch ild ren cncul tu ra ted
di fferen tly than those chi ld ren asStl(i.lll-d with Ind ian band s o r with the
very few Euro-Canadia n co mm unities that co uld be sa id to ex ist in the
prcsoulorncn t \Vest. Few would qua rrel wi th the obsorva tion that ch ild ren
bo rn to Ind ian mothers and cncultura tcd in Indi an bands did, and do,
fun ction cu ltu rally as Ind ians. In the closing decades o f the eig h teenth
ccn tu ry on the wes tern Plains there were only [no ian mothers.Thus to have
so me' ch ildren expe rience a dt ffcrcnt onculturatt on . to the extent that the
h istori cal actors themsel ves rec og niz ed them as cu ltura lly d istinc t from
Indian s, it is nl'Cessary to posit an cncu lturation circu mstance for these
children apart fro m indigenous Ind ia n bands. TIlt' freeman, the o utsi der
ad II It male, was a critica l factor in crca ting these h isto rical ci rcumstan ccs.

T wo schola rs in particular have offered insig ht in this area. Jacque line
Peterso n, in he r article "P n-ludc ro Red River: A 5<JCia1Portrait o f the Grea t
Lak es Metis," d etails a n historical mechanism w hich wo u ld see some
ch ild ren cnc u ltu retcd in circumstances apa rt from an India n band." Her
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focus is the ea rly cig btccmb-ccn tury Creer Li kes fu r trad e and the sma ll
party (If trad ers di spatched en drouincby a bllurgl~Jis (merchan t) at a ma jor
trad ing post." The trading pMty of perhaps four to six men, led by a commis,
sough t out Indian bands on their horne terri tories. Frcqucn tly the basis for
a commercial trad e be tween till' two wa s a sociopo litical tie linki n g the
traders, particu larly the commis, to the p rincipal ad ult males of the band.
The vehicle for suc h a rcla nonship in most insta nces was the "cou n try
marriage" of the conunis an d <l principa l woman in th e ba nd. Peterson goes
on to sugges t that shou ld the commie enjoy success, emerging in lime as a
btm rgeois and contracting a more end u ring ma rria ge from his own socia l
circle, he cou ld s till ga the r so me of the ch ildren o f his previous country
marriages to he raised in his own home circumstances. Peterson's ar ticle
argues that su fficien t expe riences o f th is na tur e over two or three genera
tion s con tribu ted sign ificantly to the n sc of the Great Lakes Meti s. in terms
of the western Plains, tbc immedia te question a rising from Peterson' s
art icle is whcthr-r a sim ilar process can be id en tified wh ich would have
so me chi ldren cnculturatcd . as were some ch ild ren o f the commie, in
circumstan ces di stinct fro m indian ban d s.

[cnn ifcr Brown , in her book Slmngcrs in Btood, offers the concep t o f
patri focality to exp la in w hy most child ren in the families of fur trade
o fficers an d their Na tivc wives in the nin eteen th cell tury did no t emerge as
Metb .8 Brown argu es that the dom inant position of fur trad e o fficers in
thei r falllilil's allowed them III in fluoncc the c ncn ltur ation o f thei r child ren
to the exte nt that they did not bcc oro c Meti s. An implication for readers of
Bro wn 's book is whether ma trifoca lity rather than patrt focaltty would
exp lain the a ppeara nce o f the Met is. Weft' the Meti s the cu ltural prod uc t of
ch ild ren oncul tu ra tcd a pa r t from the band in a fam ily in whi ch the wife an d
mother was the d ominan t factor in their cn cult cret ion? In part Brown
retu rned to this di scussion in a [atcr ar ticle. "Woma n as Cen tre a nd Symbol
in the Emergen ce o f Meti s. COlll lllu llities .,,9

TIll' historical record argues persuasively for the sign ificance o f the
ou tsid or mal l' in the historicaIproccsSC's that ga ve rise to the Me tis. Fur the r,
a noll'worthy number of tbcsc mal es would appear to be charac ter ized as
asserti ve in terms of their behav iou r with o thers. An oxarnp lc is jean
Dumon t. the founder of the Du mont family alll ong the Met is in western
Canada. II.lYing "turned o ff" his country wife, SII/.('lIe, the Sarccc-Cro w
wo man, and fa mily 10 an other free man, Paul Durand, jean lef t fo r Lower
Cana da in 1802, only to retu rn two or thr ee yea rs la ter 10 challenge Durand
for his family: "mais I\HJI Du ran t ls/cl rofus att de rcn d rc Iii femme a son
premier proprtctalrc, Jean Dumon t dut 1<1 prendre d e trvc force.'?"
Durand 's name wou ld di sa ppear from d ocuments until his son by Suze tte
reach ed maturity and married . Qu ite possibl y a sim ila r assertiveness ex
pressed itself in the famil y lives of these men and in thei r rotations with
their child ren, p<1rticu larly sons . Whether or no l suc h assertiveness in
fdmily life co ns titu ted "pat rifoca Ii ty" or "man cen trality ," it d ocs argu e for
significance in terms o f the circ u ms tances in wh ich the youll g in suc h
fami lies we re onculturatcd . Equ ally signi ficdllt in argu ing the im po rtance
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of th e h us ba nd and father in proto-Men s households one is n ot implying
the unimportance o f the wife and mother.

In att empting 10 id entify the pa rticular historical circumsta nces and
p roc esses w hich gave rise to the western Plains Metis attention is directed
to the winte ring villages which first ca ptu red Giraud's att en tion .'! Within a
generation of the ir first appearance, numbers o f these vi llages dotted the
western Pla in s. Among the most westerly was Buffal o Lake in what is
tod ay the provin ce of Albe rta. At its heig h t as ,1 w in ll' ring village of Metis
buffalo hunters it had over eighty cabins, nu mbering dose to 1,()(x) inbabi
tent s." It is to winteri ng in the fu r trad e, not in the 18705, ho wever, b ut in
the 1770s, that scholars mu st look 10 identi fy the circums tances and the
processes which gave rise to the Metis on the wes tern Plains.

wmtcrt ngm its broa dest sense is the complex ofindividualand com m u
nity beh aviours invoke...i in respon se to factors root ed in climatic circu m
stances. The bc haviou rs are those Ill'cess,u y for su rvival when on occasion
a lx'nign or cb allellging env iron men t can become threa ten ing. But win ter
ing be ha viours involve more than simple su rvival: they in volve the fu ll
intcrpla y of indi vidua Is and groups in sma ll, faco-to-fecc communities. In
till' context o f the St. Lawrence-Croat Likes fur trade in the eighteen th
century. win tering diffl'rl'n ti,ltl'd It's /1(1115 hO!llllllS who wintered in the
in terior from It'~ mangel/rs de lard who bound thl'msd H's to the cons train ts
of society in the environs of Mon treal and elsewhere in French Canada."
Those l'ngag/?s who remain ed in the interior were It's nioemants. They met the
cha llenge of wintering in the Indi an coun try, not sim ply by surviving but
by becoming persons of conseq ul'nce among their fellows and in the Ind ian
ha nd s. Thereby they gainl-d repu tation a nd Iullcntry into the ad ult male
fra tcrntty of the SI. Lawrcnco-Croat Lakes fur trade. For the office rs winter
ing was the prcrcquisito, after appropriate socia l circ umstances, for mcm
bcrship in till' famous, and a t times in famou s, Beaver Clllb. 14 Othe rs of their
socia l a nd ethnic milieu could be guests ,It the club's functions, but only
wintorors of appropriate social circu rnstances cou ld be members. For those
officers and servants in posts in the North Saskatchewan River valley, in the
1.1 SI qua rter o f the eigh tl'('nth century. hircmemcni (wintering) had an even
more specialized rnca ning.

\Vhile the diS('u~sion of the circumstances and processes of winlering is
spa rs<.' in the fur trade literature it is noteworthy that Giraud provides the mos t
deta il. The ima ge of wintering that emerges in Giraud suggests two card inal
factors determining circumstances. The first factor is the en drouinc trading
system. developed in the 51. Lewrcncc-Crca t LlkC'S trade d uring the closing
decades uf Ihe seventeenth cen tury." [aoquchm- Peterson has explained that
the syslem involved small parties of nu-n sent (rom a rcglonaltradtng fori to
trade with Indians on their honu- hunting and trdpping territories. These
peddlers would find winter a most approprtatc time for thr-ir tra vel not on ly
bccaus,..the season facilitated travel in aroasawav from cenoc-navtgablc rivers
hu t be(,HIS(' it would be the bcs t orcumstancc in which to encourage Indians
to em phdsize trapping activities. Giraud explains:



ETIINt.X; ENESISOFTI IE WESI EI<N I'LAINS M£ TIS

tho.' l'mplon".'" of Ih,' C.:m.ldloln COnlpolrll'.... a-, ........... .IS thl'~' reached th eir
..... ml,·n"i': rlol.;'..... pmndoo Ihl.-m,.cln~ ....llh trad e goods and "':0111,'1"''<.1 oIrrKlng
Iht- I"dloln~ III Ih,' hup<' "I ....·umng Ih...·" tur-, and golllllllg thcrr .I11t1tlollll......
IhrtMJ):hth...· mutual ~\mpollh\· tholl .......~ hom of sud> a sha red experience the
Collloldlall~ alrC'aJv h..d rt...-uut...· 10 th" procedure......hlCh thev found to their
oIdvoIlllol~'"as ......-11 0I~ I" Ihol t "I th,' InJ lol ns Th.· -cuun'Uf dc d roumc. W .l~ ~uch

.In employee- tr ader .....01~ colll,'ll. bccamc the '''....-nnal oogwheol m Ih,' tr ad tng
po"l ....Ianv of th,' C.1Il,Jdlolll~ chared th"lif,' " I the nan ves. choo-mg tu llV,'
O\ ...t winter In therr 1m I'<, n'· >.1 to their folmlli,...., without G1 nnj; about th,'
n~,'roll~ cold or tbeuncomfonablc quolrl.'1'S cuc h a d i ~p<'f'oion m \§hl hoi\'<' an
ad ded rm portanc..... " f c(1 Il-..:'f\,n~ the forI's ....-.l llly n ...... arrce... of food

5

In effect. wintering in till' posts of the en drouine fur trade system involved
travel tothe Indian bands and some period of residence ,1 mOllg thorn .

The practice of en drouinc tradtng in winter provided the bourgeoisof the
trad ing f'll ..t witha m...m .. of addressing tht.'~'rennial problem of the cost
o f su rplus labourduring the winter months.' Engages wert.' hin-d primarily
to tran sport trade gooJs in to the interior and furs out to market . with
w int er thi s labour foro.' had to be d ircctcd toward s o ther activities . Those
enga,';;C!; with crafts suc h as carpen try and sm ithing cou ld be profitably
employed in most Instances . O thers less technically skilled cou ld be di
rcctcd ford time to suc h ec ttv ttics .I S cu tting fin-wood . As cxtcns ivc as thi s
activity might OC· during .l Plains winter the u ..ual course of action was to
han' .' 50 much wood as possible cut, transported and s tacked before the
onset or cold weather. Jn effect a number of CTlgrlXCs ron ld be rcl.ui vcly idle
for extended periods during Ihe winter monlh s; and thus, they would be a
d rain on tilt' post's s tores of provisions a nd . (If COl I rsc . on Ihe profitability
of the trad e. While hunlin).; ac tivi ty co uld be encouraged for.1 few appro-
pnatcl y ..killed servants . II cou ld be co..t cuccnvc .15 well to dispatch small
p anics o f rra-n with .1 limited su p ply of trod o hOt Io.i s 10winter with rc stdcn
tial bands of Ind ians. Their trade goods would permit thorn to exchange
goods for food and o ther nccc..situ-s irom the Indians. In effect the en
drouinc ..y..tern cou ld be combined with the practice o f cncouragmg sma ll
partie... of men to winter with tbc bands. Suc h parties could encourage the
bands to act in a manner that favoured their home fort. In competitive
circu mstances they could direct furs and provisions to their hlll rgtlJis at the
trading post . At the same time they would provision themselves through
their own dforts .md/or through the effort s o f the band with whom they
werc tcmporartly residin g .

Such wintcri 11).; pr.icuccs Involved OISllgt~ in limaldy in thr- clffair s of the
band. On fir..t contaci thl 'll',ldcr of tilt' tr.lding pMty would lay tht' basis for
,1 tr.uling rl'I<ltionship, u ..ing all of his SllCi,IJ and political skills and his
knowll"llgl·t.1f Indi.ln wa y... In m(l..t instdnCl'S his .l(lions could bl'dl'scribl'li
as an ".lS-.'il·r tin· lxmhtlm il'" in wh ich g ifts \"'l'T\' o ffered and ('tlll\·t.·rsa lion
would introdu ce Iht.' n.lnll's of personagl'S whn o.lu ld be S<l id to o ffer it link
bch-'>'l't.·n Ihe commL'" dnd th t.' adult I1\dk'S of th t.· band .1I1 As with I1\dny
culturaltradilions hunting Indians Sl'('ml'd to ha w prl'ft.·rn."d m nd ucting
trade ...... ilh "fami ly." Thl' Irildl'r woulJ emph as ize conversa tio ns that
wou ld St.'tve II) hil\·e him considen 'li in thi s con text. Preferably a co mmon
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kinsman would be di scovered in thl' course of convcrsonon, In the early
period both parties won ld ha ve to be <;"lti~fil'lt ,...ith a sooallmk to an Indian
or trader of well-deserved reputation. It wa s out o f .1 successful initial
meeting that .1 SOlid i relationship cou ld l'm(.'rgc betwee-n the coureur de
drouinc or comnus and the adults of the band. A country marriage to an
eligible woman of the band would cement thi s relationship. Although
evidence is \'(' ry SP.l~' o ther cir cum.... ranees at a later date suggest that
women o f tbc band were not nccossanl y sim ply pa ssive observers in this
dl'Ci~i(m. ' ~

Other rm-mbcrs of the en drouinc party might form mMri.lgl' relation 
~h i ps with women (If the band; but the continuation of tht'M' relationships
in succeedi ng winter seasons was f.1I" more problematic. Members of the
tr.1ding p,lrly other than the commie would be much less likl'1y 10have the
s t.tl ll':> that wou Id keep the co u ntry wi fe' s In terest when the winter and the
trade ended . Simila rly the engage, sho uld he h.1\·Cthe inclination, would be
les s able than the commis to persuade his btlUTgtl.li..~ to allow him in succeed
ing winters to return to the band o f the previou s yea r's cou ntry wife. The
cou n try marriages which led to the \ldis appear in 1.11);t.' measure to be
those that were sus ta ined over se veral tr aliing seasons.

The cou n lry m.lTri.lgl' wa s critical to the comnns'< Ir.lding success be
Ci'1IlSt.' it included him in the social systt.'m o f the residential band . Kinship
dotcrmincd appropnow privileges and responsihilitit.'s in relations with
others. By virtue of his marriage the (O /ll /ll ;S was cnrm-sbcd in tht s social
system. Every pt'rson in the residl'llli .11 band and in l/ll' su rrou nd ing
" nl' ig hho u rhood" W,lS .l "parent " (n -la tivc) w ho owed him t Ihlig.ltiOIlSand
to whom he owcd obltgauons. A failureto bchavcappropnatcty in tht s arca
cou ld he fatal to ,1 Ctmlmi.,,'s commercial interests and, in some Instances . to
himSt.'lf and hi s com pa triots. 2D The advice (If ,I rou n try wife (111 th is subject
CI S well a s others couId be cri tical 10 tho long -term SUCCI'S"" a nd health of the
commis a nd hb compamots.

At first g lance the spousal rela tionsh ip involved in win tering suggests
"bride service," that is , the newly ruarncd cou ple liv ing wit h the bride 's
parents until the- bi rth o f the first child. The ad ' ·..lnl.lg\.'s for the mal es
inn ilvcd in th is practice wen' tbc o pport u nity for the ou ts idl' r male to lea rn
.1 m-w hunting and tr.lpping territory under lhe ckilh-d tu tl'1ag(' o f the
bride's male rclan ve, and till' opportunity for the mal es of the band to
.lCq u in' olnaily \v IHlcould funhcr their economic and poli tical interest s.The
od vantogcs for till' bride \vere equally obvious. The I1l'W "coun try bu s
band's" ski11 s as a "provid er" could be evaluated while sill' wa s sli11 close
III the bosom of her natal family . No doubt for many yo ung brides the birth
Of. l first ch ild among female rcla tiVI'S in whom she had co nfidence wa s far
more preferable than ,1 bi r thing experience .1W.ly fro m bor kinsw omen.
Should thc outsidcr mal t' be found wanting eithe r as a pro vider or as a work
m.uc a nd ally o f her kinsmen the spo usal relati onship could be terminated .
O n th t' o the r hand , relat ionsh ips \\·hich l'ml'rgoo and l'ndu fl'l.:l ove r the
cou rM'of Sl~V(' r.ll wintt.'fS cou ld be <;,.lid to h.1\"1.' SOt1ll' (kpth and stability.
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TIll' gender-based roles and s kills of tho woman in the freeman Ianuly
were c rucia l 10 its su rvi va l and success. Pe rhaps as critical as this spousa l
relation ..hip W,lS the relationship between the outsider adu 11 malt.'and his
country wif t.,'s male relati ves. In point of fact the 1\"-0 relationships wen'
intertwined . A sJX JU S<l1 rclanonshtp with ,1 woman of consequence which
wa s es tabl ished in in timatc a ssociation with the band required her rel a tives
to accept Iht., o u tsi..fer country husband .1S a kin sman. Su ch an acceptance
would always be conditional on the o u tsid er's appropriate behaviou r
toward s hi s wife's kin . In lime, instances o f genuine affection between the
outsid e mate and hi s "in-laws" could t.'mt.'I); t.' . In most Ins ta nces the rcta
tionship no doubt remained so mewha t formal •md distant . The lac k of
harmony in SO ITll' Instances m.ly h.l\'L' led to viok'nee-.21 FQT the successfu l
freeman and his Ianuly. however. the t.'SSI.:ntidl requirement accompanying
a count ry wife was the acccpta nee of hi s p rcS('nt.""l' by he r kin sm t.'n and their
neif;hbollring connections. The tragic f,lIt.' of the twelve Iroquoi s and two
Carllld i,'T! freemen who jou rneyed to Chesterfield House in the autumn o f
1801 is clea r n-stimonv 10 the soctopoltttcal u ndersta ndings th at were
nl'Cl'Ss,l ry fo r sur vival. n The fourteen W('Tl' a tT'lppi ng party hopi ng to base
themselves ,I I C hes terfield 11()IIsl' ncar tlu-confluence of the Red De-cr and
So uth S,lsk,l ll'hl·w.l n rivers. when they were sct u po n by Atsino . sometimes
known ,IS C ros Vcmrcs, who viewed them .IS interlopers .

A cnncalty important relationship in tbc emergence of the Ml'tiS was tha i
im'o lving two or three outsider m ale; With the adult males of th is winlt.'ring
group fUllctioning ,1S huntinf;., trdpping and fishing work matesand pcrtrwrs
for evtcn....led pcriodsof the ymr their f.lmilil~ CdlTll..·luconstituh.'d social milieu
in w hich tbc succeed ing genera tion would choose rrcmage partners. A
F'l-'nJ5.11 1.1fStIIll(' Irccnwn genealogiesdemonstrates that individuals djd m.lny
into indigctw\I 'i Indian bands but tbc l'lT};l' m.l~lrity in rrost regions would
appea r 10 bavc taken srxmst.'S from ot her Inx-rnan families and b.lIlds? ' II is
noteworthy that tbc fam ilies of freemen wh o f.lill.'\i 10form tht.~ work rrvuc
p.lTIY:ll.:r.-h ips became part of the indigl'nolls lndi.m tradition. Two particular
examples .IT\: Ccorgc Sut hcrtand, s,aid 10 lx' the founder of the Willow People
among tbc Down-River Pla ins Cree. and Aklti",I ?1 Pichl'" the progelllior of
St'H'r ,\]prominen t Iarnil ies.lmong the Rtll.:ky Mountain-Beaver Hill s Pooplcot
Ihe Up-Rivcr 1'1,linsCTl"'l,.2.Witlll lUI tl'M.' rela tionsh ip with other outsider m ales
a wintcn-r and his household might well ('n~IY success. bu t the gcncranonal
111; '1Cy in the nineteenth century would be overwhelmingly in an lndi.m, not a
Metis. tradition.

Am{lIlg the d istingu ishing bcbaviou rs of Stlme fTl'l' men dL'Sl'L'nd,mls in the
l':orth S,l><\""l tchl'wan Rive r valll'y was tilL' pr,lChn' (If a "fo lk" Rom. m C.1 thuli
cism which prt.'l1.ltl-J the appt.'dr,lIlCt.'(lf RtIm.ln C lth(llic mi ssitlll ,lri('S by n'Klrt.'
Ih.m h.llf .1 CI.'llIurv.li Rom.lIl C'.iltho lic mb..'iion,l ri l~ af!(' r 18-10 ('IlCtlunlercd
inf,ml b.\ptism and' ROllldn C.lIholic pr,lyl'r .lllll.lf)g Native I'lity who h,ld had
no pn'violls t.'l.JX'ril·nn' with chu rch-s,mctioned religious instnJction. Such
praetiCl'S l. lriginatl-J in an e.lTli('T g('nl,,'T.l!i{lIl of work m.ltes who s ustainfit
some lx'h.!vi{lUTS (If thl.'com m u nity of ttx'ir origin. Lower ulldd,t. They were
sha nxi ,tmong f.lmilit.'S who sh.l nu !i>im ilM p rog l.'nit(lrs. In IilTll..' StlrTlL' of th~
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familil':'i wou ld become di stinct communities. In terms.. of cthnogencsi s the
work mate o r outsider m ale relationship was as important .I S the other Iwo
rclonon ships.

TIll' cu Itura I sign ificance of the proces ses invol ved in the three relation
ships o f the first step shou ld nol he underestimated. If 1hC'Sl' proct.'S..'>t."S are
cth nogcncsts, what then is the relationsh ip between particular cspencnccs
in wink-ring and the ('mergenc..' of tbo Meti s as a di stinct soc iocultu ral
ent ity in the fur trade W~l? The an th ropologist Fredrick Barth su ggests a
useful "model" 10 depict the Interconnection o f behaviour and cu ltu re:

Th.' ~lmpl'~1 fonn uf lhl~ m ter«lfln•xnon wouM ....-c m 10 d.1-"....d on ..hanng,
mJi\'lJu,JiIx-h.aVIOUTprudua.... "~F"-·nt·Iln" ,;Ii confrontat ion "" th rcalitv ....hich
may or m av no l ""-'t'TT1con' l,t,'n l Wllh pr(,,-(,llI,ung conceptuahzanon-, and l hu~

nla~ -orncume- tend I" ronhrm, somcumc-, fabll ~ them. If a number uf f".T'>On~

In commumceuon share a Slrn i ldr opporlunl ly cuuanon, expcncncc the !o.:Im('
<:on tru nla llnn!o WIth rca htv. and have tt", ....me conceptuahzanons lal ' II""J , un,'
would n pl'<: t thorn 10 develop 'h,H<'lJ ulllkr,tandml}j, and modrfv therr collcc
uvc ,:"ltuTe'.mJ '·"f'l'CI .l l , on ~ In J'...... 'ruJn'.' WIth ttu

TIll' shared experiences in wintering were the behav iou rs involved in
l'sl,lh lishing the three critica l n-l.uion ships: 11lL' cou n try nl.lrri,lgc between
an o u ts id l'r mal l' and an Indian woman of the band , the sociopo litical
,111 i,l1ln' fl'I.ltin g the outsider m.th- to the nMIL' kinsmen of the woman and
the friendship that bound outsid er males in an economic and SOCi.11 rcla
tionship. All of these' rclationship-, and the experience , that engendered
th em and the experiences that they in turn engendered constitu ted the firsl
s l.lgl' in the two-stage proces s of PlalllS "It.~lis (·Ih nogl'nl's is.

\Vhi k, Giraud's description uf Ihl' Iactors d etermining the circu mstances
o f wintering appear 10 be clea r the historian will find the rrucl'SS of
wintering far mort' problemati c. Brief references 10 p articu lar ac tivities at
the trad ing post can be found in tht' va rious trading JX~t jou rnals. Butlife
ou t~idl' the Ir.ld ing post in tbc wintl'ring bands is mu ch more dimly
perceived . In order to ga mer so me invigh t into this cx pcnoncc, the first of
two ~ 1.lgl'S in thc cthnogcn csis (If the PI.l ins Meti s, it is neces sary to oxarrunc
the second SI,1g(', the time wh en tht' Md i ~ wert' emerging ,1 S a di st inct
cultural e ntity.

Th e opportunity of go ing Ircc or becoming a freeman w ,ISnotan option
tha t would be ava ilabl e 10 m.m y Olgllg6. Mo~1 wou ld I.ICk the technical and
sooopohncal skills lll'Cl'ssary for su rvival. Not only would a free ma n have
to J...no w how 10hun t, fixh and tr,lp sllCCt'ssf ully while Iiving .lpMI from the
fort .md rhc Ind ian lMnd but he wo u ld require the SOCillf){ }]il il-.i1 skills
nl'cl's~lry to 1M \'{' tho SUrTllllnd in};b.mds view htmas (JIll' of them-e! vcs in
so f,lr ,1S the- resources o f till' regi on wen- co nce rned. Strangers \v l' rc
int erlopl.'r s wh o were nOllo!l.'r,ltt'lt .Suc h su rvi \'.ll skills ' ...ert' ,lCl]uirt'lt over
titT'll' and rl'qu ired appropri'lle circu ms t,lnCl'S for Iheir t' )( pression. For
Sl'w r.l1 "l'.bIl'TIl Ind iclns" who h,ll.t bt.'l'n hirt"l..1 by the Monln'.ll-biased fu r
Ir,ld e com p,mies and wh o Wl'rt' Ilun'll'rou s in Ihe Ath.Il1.ISC.l cou ntry.
f'-lrticul.lrly the Ll"'S.."'Cr SI.l\"{' L,lJ...l' .lnd J.lspt.'r HUU Sl' I1t'ighbourhoods.
frt'l'n Mn sl.ltllS pro\"l-d to OC'.l q u ick .mJ nalur,:tI pn l('('5s.2'1 Thl'i r skills as
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hu ntcrs and trappers and their ahility to achieve .lca'ptana' on the p<lrtof
neigh}.)(lllring Indians suggested they would be more profitable to the fur
trade as free trappers and hunters rather than as contracted servants.
Similarly Euro-Canadtan servants who contemplated freeman status
would han' to have the necessary skills to function .1S a hunter and /or a
Irdpp..·r and 10 nogonatc aCU'plance on the p.1rl of neighbouring Indians.

A cri tical factor in tbc transition from engaxitu freeman was motivation.
Elsewhere Ihave argued the cdstcncc ofan adult rnelccthos among French
Canadian malesof this era thai emphasized the necessity of i:loI..'in~a man of
conS("(!"enCl' in one's O\...n eyes and in the eyes o f one's fellows. A most
dramatic expression of this sense o f ((msequl.'nce is found in Alexander
Ross ' s Ianuliar account of the words of an old t'nKllgi whom Ross mel in
182':; in route to the Red River Sculcnwnt:

I have no w t>c....-n Iorty.two y".lfS In tfu-, c ountry. For twenty-four I W.:lS.:I lijo;ht
<:.:I nl...• man. ... No portage W.:l~ 10" lon~ for me: .111 portages W(,f" "hl-,'. Mv end
of th, ' canoe never touch,'<.J the ground lilll s,IWthe ..nd 01 [the pOfUgt'] ... , Fifty
song" ,1 d.ly Wl'f<' nothing to me. I could carry. paddle, walk and sing with .IIlY
nun [<,VPT ...lW.... Nn wal ..r, no weath.,., "V"f stopro->d th,' padd I{· or thl' stmg. 1
hav e had twdw wi\,<,,, in the country; Jnd wa" ona' pI..."'-"'....>d of fifty hor...."',
Jnd Sl>. runn mg d Ol-.n;, tnmmcd m th e' first slyl,·. r was then lil-.. a rlt'ufgl'ois, nch
"nd h.lpr" ; n" I~Ilurg ,'ol s had l>c'II<'f dr........'ll "1 V,,,, th.m I; n" Indi an chid Imer
hol"'l"'; nil whne man be tter h..n".......-d Ilr swutcr d l>l-,"l- r wa nted fllf ,,"thmg;

r ~hould ~IOfV in mmm,'l1clI1g th{' ""m,' care...·1 d~"lI1 I w ould "p' 'I1d an other
h"lt·c,-ntUf\' 111 th.' ...,me hdd.. Ilt <"nj<'vm ," l There I.. no hft· .... h.:lppv .:I ~ a
""\'''g,'Ur"s hI,·; nOll" .... mdq "' l1dc"lll; no pl"c.... where a m" n ''I1 j<''' ~ st. much
va rn-tv "n d freedom a"II1 Irn.'ln d",n couurrv 1'>

Endunng sta tus a!' a lowly cnxaxe w d~ mcompanbtc with the ethos of a
man of co nseq uence . The exp ression (ll such an ctbos in Ii' pays sautuKt
required in time promotion. pos,··.ihly 10 the rank and Sid Ius l)f Interpreter,
and subsequently Ior some. freeman st.1tuS.Others might become Irccrrwn
earlier in their CM1..x-rs. II would .IPP'-'dr that a sim ila r if not idcnnca I ethos
Influenced Iho~:.t., ea stern Ind tan s who cbo-c to remain in the west to lin' ,1S
freemen . It b the existence of suc h an I.-,th(,~ which may well explain, in
significant port, why the majority of freemen chose to live apart from
Indigenous Indian bands. Some of the particulars of their sense of.1 man of
consequence would no! he sha red with Ihe malcs of the indigenous Indian
bands. Whik each could acknowledge kinship with the other their n'spt'c
tin' expressions of collsequenCl' limited the lime that they and their larni
lies could spend in each other's comp,my. A successful freeman .ISwellas
his "in -lows" may well have undcrsnx xl the limits of each other's tolerance
of "differen t" behaviours. Living apart from kinsmen (or significant peri
ods could \\,(,1\ have been an important clement in a successful freeman's
repertoire of behaviours. In living \v ith his family apart from till' Indian
band and the tfclding post, tbc freeman laid the basis for his children 10 be
cnculturatcd in circumstances dish net from that (If the band or the rx~I, The
process o ( encunurauon in such circu msta nces was the second Sldgl' of a
two-St.l~l' proo..'Ss which gd\'l' ri~'lo Ih(' rl.lin~ \1l,"lis.

Winll'ring in thl' fur Ir.ldl~ in thl' \'dlle)' {If the :'\'('rth 5.lsk<l tchl' wdll River
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and its tributaries in the latter decades of the eighteenth ce ntu ry was the
baste context in which. for some ~1l;lis, processes of Metis cthnogcncsis
began. In .111 probability simil.u e xperiences marked behaviour in the
v,111l'y5 t Ifthe Red, Asstmbomc and Athabaska rivers. The-en drouine trading
tradition and the boll rgcois's mtcrcst in controll ing labour costs were the
twin wintering factors thai encouraged the formation o f the three essent ial
relation sh ips. Tbcsc rclenonships in tum were critica l to tbc success of the
freeman and his family Of, if you will. the proto-M etts. The first and
Ion-most o f these relationships W <lS the cou ntry marnagc between the
servant, who by virtue of reputation and favour led the en drcuine p.trtv and
an Indtan woman c1OS<'!y related 10 the prominent Oldies o f Ihe band ..1o The
second cr itica l relationship WdS that between the leader of IhL' en drouine
p.l rty, and IhL' adu II Oldies of tho band. Resting upon the rrumagc relation
ship with the Indian woman , the relationship with the rrulcs of the band
would determine the level of acceptance extended to the outsider. For
purp( I~'S of exploiting thl' rcsou rccs (If the region it wa s essential that adult
Indian 11Mit'S vicev the outsider ,1S one of themselves . The third critical
relationship that would sec the freeman's family emerge distinct from the
Indi,l1lS W,lS the relationship forme-d clillong some of the members of the en
drouinc party . While examples can be found of freemen and their families
living with Indian bands the ovcrwhclnung impression from the sources
em plMsizl.'s freeman tanuhcs nt.'ighbouring with each other for extended
I'lt.'riods of the yea r." Such sccond-srago essoctattons sUf',Scsl friend ships
buill lip over time, dol ting Irorn .1 period when c ircu ms tances e ncou raged
close coo pe ra tio n among some (lUtsiders. \\'hill' such associations reflected
mutual self-interest in terms of cconormc acti vities thcv abo refl ected the
fn'L'm.lIl' s prefe rence for those With whom hI.' sha red a sim il.lT e thos and all
th,u s uch sha n ng entailed.

ThL' ~'Colld stage in the pn Il.:es s o f ~1eti s cthnogcncsis in th L' Saskatchc
W.1n cou ntry L'OlL'T£L'L1 with IhL' dL'L' ision of the cvpcricn ccd mXllXe to
bcc ornca freeman . With lhe su p por t o f hi s bourgcols w ho encouraged his
pursUIt o f th L' man-rial markers of conseq uence. the freeman claimed his
f.lmil)' from tbc band or possibl y the fort and began his i1ssiduous pursuit
of provisions and furs in su rplus tllll(lIIlll s.i lis ethos and thc bchavtour thai
m.1nifl.'Sted it mode him and his famny distinct fromtho indigenous lndi
.IIlS. , Ie 1M tllr,llly grouped w ith tho~..L' \... ho suggested com pa tibility with his
\...ays. Wilh 11lL' marriage of hi s child n-n to the children of other freeman
f.lInili l's and with their pursuit of his W.lyS, the process of Metis cthnogcnc
s is on the western Plains, .1S c.uly .I S uu- first quarter of the nineteenth
ccutu ry , wa s com plete.

Cobncl Dumont thl' elder, the dd est son of lean Dumont and SUZl't1e,
the 5,1ru-e-Crow woman. witncsscd tho Mettso f the upper North Saska tch
cw.rn becominga community . fit' nwmcd Suza nne Lussier. the daughter
of Irccnvm Fran,ois Lu s..<;il'r,lhl' suh;"''C t o f iI Pau l K.lIlL' porlr.lil. Members
o f hi s l'xll' nd l'L1 famil y \H 'rl' resid in g .It L..dc StL'-An ne whl'n the Rom.iIl
Ca lh( Ilic mi ssionary RL'\W cnd J.Thi b.lu lt visitC'd th l'fl' in the 1~OS. In 186 1
sonX' follm\'t.'t.t thc ~i5sion 10 Big LI kd St -r\llx'rU , iI few mill'S norlh of Fort
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Ed mon ton. Already the \-1el is o f the region W Nt' responding to tbc o p por
tuni tir-, becoming ap pa rent in the buffalo rON' trad e . Fro m thei r NSl.' a t St
AIN'rt the \1 l'tiS hu nted sou th and southeast th rough the parkland to the
pra irie. In the 1870-. at Buffalo Lake tbcy es tablished one o f the largest
hivcmcrrcnt villegcs. The hu sband of a gTandaughtt.'r. Louison Montag
nais, became the principal ChefMetis in the village. Kinsmen from tbc lo w cr
South S aska tchewan River at Petite Villr tanccstral to the village o f Betoc hc t
joined them .It Buffalo Lake SOffit.' winters. Dumont himself witnessed the
demise o f the Vill.lgl' whe n the robe hunt swept south w ard and the rc
so urce on wh ich it was based collapsed." An .1£00 pa triarch at the time of
his death in IM Obe wa s finaBy la id to rest ,1 few miles so u th of Bu Halo Lake
o n a bluff (J\'l'r1ookin g an ot her wintering vill.1ge site at the con fluence of
Ta il Creek and Rl-J Deer Rive r, In hi s lifetime he wo uld ha ve .....nncsscd the
eve nts thatmarked the proc esses tha t constituted the birth of a people.

The fnrl'going an alysis has ftll'USSl'li o n the o u tsider adult male in the
ctrcum stonccs and processes of becoming western Plains Meti s. In thi s
procl'SS no single act ha s more COllSl'ljlll' nCl' than the individual engage's
dec ision ttl g (l free. Th e action is a po wer ful statcmcn t of -clf-dcfi ninon and
self-a ....crtion . In this light COllel' p lS of parttfocality and male cen trali ty
Sll~l's t e),p l.lIlaliv(' insigh t in to w hich Irecrn.m families wo u ld SUCC('lx! as
Meti s. The bras o f the hist orical sou rces themselv es enco urages thi s focus.
\Vh,lt n-mam-, 10 N' addressed in mort.' detail is the na tu re a nd cOI1St.'q uen Cl'
(If the wuo and mother fro m the indigenous Indian ba nd in the proccss o t
M "'tis (' Ihm -.gl'nl~is.

....ous
" ....:d Clr.JuJ. Th~ M~Il< ,.. tll~ C..wdw.. \\,,,,, 2 \01.. TrJn~bh>d bv,........ I:,· \....""•.Icoo,
(F,Jmont"n Um\·,'f'"lv of Alberta 1',....... 1'1""'1. vul 2· IYJ On~mJn\' publl~h.>d J" Iz
.'.Itt" C<l1WJ"',, (I'Jn.. In..lliul d·£lhnoIO).'1'·, " u......• I'\,.JI,on.Jl"d'II ...lo.." ~.J lurdk-. 1 ll.4~).

'-,uud '.. \ I<'W ,.. Olmp.-.ubk "'llh "lh" I'nJbkm ollh,'lwntlt'r, n.Jm<'!\, tbc cla ..h bet ...·'''n
pnmlhw and CI\lh..cd people...~ In C Fe ~1.Jnk'v, Th~ ""til of 1\'~lt"' C<l'lo.lJot (l Q'I.6;
Turnnlo U",v,·r..,lv o f T"ronluPr,...... I tJor..l). \'1- .Jnd Iht' Red RIV..r s..'lIkrrll'n l .J.. M J n 00 ...s

01 ,'\·IIi ...JIlon .Jm,d the ~urrnllnd1l1~ l>.J rl>.Jn ..m of for ..... t Jn J plam." m W L Mo rton,
M""'/'N 1\ ""10"1 (Toronl": Unl\','r..,I\· 01Toronto l'H"'''. lQ7nl. 56

2. C"rhoH<i Ell", ..IJJ..p<............ion or Ad.J pt.mon l \ Ill:ranon J nd 1',' r..,..reno- of the II.< '<.f R' V.'T
M.'I1". 1~1~·1~<l(l." 1"."07;(,,1 /'''prr; (O uJ"".,· CIIlJd',l[} Ili"/"T"JI " .....ICiJ llun, IQ~19,

121 22. ,\1"'1 ...... "KIn ..hlp, Etbrucrtv, Cl.J 1II t! th., R''ll Rrvcr Md ls Th.·l'a n ..h.... o f SI,
Fr.\1)(01' X,I ,'WT and ",1, A ndrew's" (l'h f) ]) ' rl,luon, U mvcrsnv of A lbertn, 11I" 1I).

.l. While hOfm" ..l..-h .,.. "AboTigUl.Jl" .JmJ "Amcruuhan" han' recvivc-d ,,1I1'1l{' rt from
,1<';],kmi<'l> ;]nJ r"hlKal a,11\·I..t~ II I.. nw lllll' r{ lo,., lh,ll.l ll1'lI1 f; 1I1 ,...t c1,ln" 1n.1 n .....-rvc
'~ll1t.. ,t III "","'ll'rn Canada Ihc-c• IIOfm...m- not u ~l Fu rther. in many in~IJnn... th,'Ya rt'
vn- loJ .1.. n'...,j I I<'n l.Jhn"" a If,'<; I.Jt!tlll" I'erha p" m nnu- thrs l" 'p ulolT. comm u nit y-
rooted "Pfl{"',Unn Will cca....·, Allh,' moment. h"......vee. "1"di.Jn" would .Jp!"·.Jr 10 ('I(>tlw
rrd,'r.Il>I.· nem

4 Lh.lrl,... W1I11{;'. [}rC/v.... 'Y ofA"tI"",."":I:!' (Toto....a. NI. LJllll'fIl'lJ. 1Q,r,!i), 1Q '\. "crhno
I:.'m,· R.'!.Jllnl: IU Iho.' N-ginmn~ ot cthmc ):TUUp"~ "I.... ""-" lacqudllll' l'l'ler-on and
!<,nml,'l' ':> II IIrown. "lllln.,h>{h"n.~ In J"·k......m J"d Brown, Nl>.~ Nn-·l'ror/ro.· &mg
"".1 fk ,'',,'''X MtI" ,PI .'\JOTrll A ...~,,(~ (\\ .nmfl{l: Urn .....,..,h' oi \-lam lnb.J ,.,....... IQ~5), )..16.
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5. [n this a rticle French ter m s and phra...:-.; u",-'I:I historically in the we- tern fur trad e will be
acknowl,'dg,<d with ita lics.

h. lac'll",hn(' Peterson. "l'rnlude 10 R,<d River: ,'Sociall'nrtr,l il of the Gn'al Lakes M(,hs,"
Uh'lOhlstOTj/ 25 (197!l): ss.

7. "1:J1 drouine" vanes in s polhng. This form is u sed in Ci r,lUd, Metis iJ1 theC.a>l.lldum West, 1101.

1: 211>. Also scx' Trlsm de la I,mgl<e rr~ "I!;aise; Vlclimll1"lre de I" '''J1gl<edl< XIXe et dl< XX~ sitde
(1789-1960) (Pa rts: Editions d u Centre national de la rech erche -ocnnftquc..., lQ79), vot.
17: 526a.

!l. j"lll1lk-r Brown, Slr ilJ1se" iP'l H/md: rur T""d, /' ilmili,s iJ1 lJ1dum COlUllr!! (Vancuuv"r:
Univ"rsily of British Columbia I' re,s, \ 'l~O).

9, j""llller Brown, 'Woman ,lS Cpnl r<' ,lnd Symbol in th,' Enwegence of M,'IIS Communi 
nc...."H, l~n<ldwn /ourn ,,1ofNativ, Sludies 3, no. 1 (t 'Iii]): 3" 46,

10. l'rovinci.rl Archives of Alb erta (I'AAl, Congr('gallo ns des oblats de Mane tmmaculee
(OM!), Fonds oblat de la province d'Albl' rt a-Sas l al.;hewan, I'amis",-' Du<.:l Lake, "Libcr
Animan'l1I d,... Indl"ns el M(,!ls ., . )u"'-ju'm 1'140," hoi I" 1, II<'m I, p. 725. Sut'~'lll', the
Scrccc-Crow woman w as also l no w n as jlN..'lh'. '''Tmning-otf'' was lh,' pw<.",...s w hereby
an individual leav ing Ie ""ys SIl I<D<lge induced a younger man 10 re place him as husband
and father by lu rn ing over to him one's "outfit"' sud! as hor",-..., Iraps and o the r
accoutrements.jean Dumonl ha d apparen tly acquucd Suzet te IIIa similar fash ion early
III lh,' 179Cls tro m ,1 I('an 11.1 pli~l" Brune',lU. In th,' pn""'....s of "turning-off." th,' conn try
wile W,l" nol n''Cl",,,,,rily a passive p,lrlicip,mt,

II. Cir,md. AUlis iP'llh, CaJ1Qdw n W~st. vol. 2: 152·51\.

12, John E. Foster, K F. Beal, and L. Zu~, "Th" M" lis l llv"rn,'m,'nt s..'llit'm,'nl al Buffa[o Lake,
11'17:'-77," r"port F'n'pan'CI fur Ili~loric Site... and l'rovtncral Museu m s 1)1\1SI0n, De par t
rm-nt of Culture, Covcmmcnt of Alberta, 1%7.

13 . Cr,,,",' L('(' Nutc, The Voya.>;eur (1931; Sl.l'aul: Mlnn'....'la 11I~lorJcal SOCIety, IQ66l, 5.

\4 M ,lf~mt' W. Campbell. The North W,st Company (1 '157; Toronto: Macm illan, 1'l73), 163-64,
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