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A BST RACT T he 'ha rpnn, of Ihe d i, tin" ion between turmcrs and hunrer-, al Red Ri, n , hou \d
no t be 0' eremphasizcd . M O~ 1 of lh{" farme" t h r o u~ h " ut Red River'v historv expfoned many 01
the freely a'ailahle ""jfd~ re,ource' , In Ia ct . th,' "ild ha' from lhe plai n' prn'ided lhe main
'uppOtl tor an,"lal hu,handr~ al Red Ri"er , Whe n rhe '" nter feed "a, nol a l'ailah le. thc
-eruemenr "'11' pu'hed even closer 10 lh,· <·d~<· of 'larvat ion

RESl! \1 F I ,e' i1mlle' nelle, de la drvnncuun c'",tam enlre fermte" et cha"eu" de la Rt, ter e
ro u~c nr dntalenl pa' elrc c,\a;,:o'n'''', Au cou" de 10Ule l'hrvroire de la R,v,ere rou~c . In lerm in'
C\ploltere nl hea ucoup de revcources ·'\auva~e,··lihrem'·nt accc"i hle,_ En fa il. Ie ro in 'auva;,:c de
la plaine ro umi t ra limenl pr in('i pal du ('hcplel de la Ri vie re rouge. Lor,,'l u{" Ie fourra~c ,f hivcr
n'etait pa-, dicporuhle. la Co lo nic sc ltOuI'a il po u"ec un pa, I'lu, a vant "C" Ie, Iimite-, de 1a
fa mine.

when Lord Selkirk founded a co lo ny on Red River in 1812, his
intent ion was to esta blish a commercial farming settlement but. from
the onset, the co lo nia l eco nomy was based only part ia lly on crops and
domesti c animals. Repea ted crop failures compelled all settlers a t Red
River. whatever their origins and agricultural skills, to turn co ntinua lly
to th e game resources of the plains and th e fisheries of la ke and stream
for a large part of their food supply. from its commencement, the
co lo ny ",'as linked by necessit y to the nomadic economy that was th e
bas is of the fur trade. a link tha t the co lony. even at its optimum stage
of devel opment, was not ab le to break . Hunting, fishing. and fowling.
in addit ion to agricult ur c. were t he support s o f the colony. just as they
were of the fur trade.

It was th e cont inu ing un cert a inty of both agriculture and the
plains buffa lo hunt that first crea ted and lat er sus ta ined this basic
dichotomy In the Red River eco nomy pr ior to Its70. Th is dichotom y
al so re flec te d th e di sparate peoples and c ult ures th at made up the
sett lement. Among Red River' s population were co loni sts . primari ly
Highland Scots. but incl udi ng al so numbers of French Canad ians.
Briti sh mixed-bloods a nd Orkneymen. whose prime concerns were
their cro ps and a nimals. By nOD. however. thes e co lo nis ts were o ut­
numbe red by peoples wh o sho wed little pr edil ection for agriculture,
and lived chie fly from hunting, fishi ng and trading in fur s. Predomi­
na nt am ong th is latt er group wer e the Fren ch -speaking mixed-bloods
of St. Bo niface a nd St. Fra ncois-Xavier . but so me Fren ch Canadian
freemen , Briti sh mixed-bl oods and ma ny of th e fu ll-b looded India ns at
Red River lived in a simila r ma nner. One d istingui sh ing cha ruc rerisnc
of this gr oup was its hea vy dep endence on "w ild" resources, or o n what
Pall iser calle d th e " na tu ra l pr oductions" of the lun d.' In th e co lo ny's
ea rly years. would -be fa rm ers at Red Ri ver wer e al so dependent o n th e
sa me "wi ld" resources. for not unt il th e lat e IS20s wa s anything lik e a
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viable agr icu ltu re begin ning to eme rge. Unul then. tillage endured o nly
as a pa rtner of the no ma dic economy th at under lay the fur t rade. T he
mos t obvio us ex pression of this pa rtners hip was the autumn mig ration
of most ofthe colonial population 10 Pe mb ina . sixty miles 10 rhc south.
whe re they lived by hu nting during the winte r months.

Incrcased agricultural productivity alter IK27. and the acquisition
of domestic animals from the United States, enabled potential farmers
in the Red R iver popula tion to discontinue their yearly trip In Pembina
and. 10 a great extent. freed them from dependence on the buffalo
herds. Ho weve r. the settlement of large numbers of French-speaking
mcris at the colony after IH2J ensured the perpetua tion of the essential
dichotomy of the Red River economy. As a result. by 1830 . one of the
most stri king internal divisions WIthin the settlement was that between
areas where agriculture was the main support of the economy and
areas where hunting and fishing supplied most of the vtaple- otlife .

T he sharpness of the distinction between t hc fa rmers and the
hunters at Red R iver should not be ove remphasized. however. It was
blurred by the fact that some dominantly bunting peoples. despite their
general preference for the t ree. wandering life of t he plains. carried on
sma ll-scale agriculture. Another obscuring factor was that most Red
R iver farmers continued 10 exploit many of t he freely uvuilabtc "wild"
resources alter IH30. T he fa rmer-colonists supplemented the produce
of their river-lo t farms with sugar from riverside maple groves. with a
variety of wild fruits gathered at appropriate seasons. and with fish.
especially whitefish. which they caught in l.a kcs Winnipeg and Ma nit­
oba. Some of them also took part in the spring and autumn goose
hun ts at Shoal La ke. T he main concern he re. however, is with one
aspect of the far mers' dependence on the natural environment: their
dependence on t he p la ins as a source of winter fodder for their livestock.

D ur ing the co lony's difficult early years. the few domes ticated
animals at Red River suffered from a general lack of adequate hus­
bandrv. Ha rvests were often meagre and provided littlc or nothing to
spare for animal feed. lI a yma k ing was a casual. hit-and-miss affair,
not the well-organized a nd regulated activity it became later. As a
result. winte r feed was often in short supply. whilc sheltering stables
were inadequate or absent.

T he set tle rs' initia l experience with lives tock provided plenty of
evidence t hat R ed R iver farmers would have a difficult struggle as they
t ried to find time and energy to gather, rrunsport and put aside sutfi­
crent quantities o f win te r fo dder to feed the increasing live-rock popu­
lation. Pr io r 10 IH27. t hey clearly fail ed to meet the challenge this
problem prese nted. The j o urn ali st at F o rt G arry made several rcfercn­
ces 10 cattle and horses dying for want of feed in lH26. the year uf the
g reat flood ..l By late Ap ril of tha t year, \~ inter Iced was in such short
supply that the settlers had In resort In desperate measures to prevent
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their animals from ... ta n mg. S o me farme r.. fed their ca ttle from dwin­
d ling grain ... tock v, thu ... rai ... mg apprehension... of seed ...curciry a t spri ng
pla nun g..' Ot her.. wi tho ut grain fe lled tr ee... o n thei r lo ts to ena ble cattle
10 feed on th e bra nches. "a n alt ern ati ve." th e jou rnalist noted . " tha t is
o nly had rccour...c 10. in th e lu ... t extre mi ty. whe re wood i... ...cu rcc.":'

l hc same jour na list wa s convi nce d Ihal Ihcvc difficuluc ... were du e
la rge ly to the indolence o fseu lcr .. in fail ing to la y in a ... uffi cicnr su p p ly
of ha y the previo us sum me r. T here ma y be so me t r ut h in th is . but
inex pe rie nce more than indo le nce wa s p ro ba bly the cauve. \ l any of the
set tlers were rearing livestock fo r the firvt t ime and lacked fa m ilia r ity
with the environment . O nly ex pe rience could br ing knowledge of the
best hay ing vpot .. a nd of t he qua ntities 01 "Inter feed need ed 10 bring
t he \ ariou.. ty pe ... of liv e..tock thro ugh a Red R ive r "inter. \ 1o rcove r.
ma ny ..enlers came to own live..rock before th ey had er ect ed .... int e r
..helt er .. fo r th em . ,''' la te a\ IK3 0. o n ly 2.l.l sta bles were liste d in the
Red R ive r census .

In vpite of these early set bac ks. livestock were gra d ua lly inte­
grated into th e Red Ri ver economya fter IX2 7. By th e IXJ O... ma ny Red
River farme rs ha d a horse for r idin g in su mme r a nd fo r sledge-pulling
in " inte r. plu .. a pair of oxen fo r ploughing and caning hay and .... ood .
\l a ny also had a ... mall herd of canle and a "umber of pi g.... sheep and
po u lt ry. Yet . of all the cultural group... a t Red River. it as the Hig h-
land Scots of the Lo we r Seule rne nr wh o were most inte re ted in raising
livestoc k. At the o ther extreme . t he n umerou ... mens val ue d the ir
bu ffa lo ru nner ... hu t mo ... t o f t hem ha d lill ie inte res t in pa ... to ral activi­
ti cs . Liv est ock number s. a ... reco rd ed in vuriou ... cens usc ... from IS27 10
I X56. are ... how n in Tab le J.
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T he grea te r product ivity of Red River agriculture after 1827 did
no t re... ult in a reduced de pende ncy o n t he na tu ral vegeta t ion o f the
pla in ... fo r live ... IOC k feed . The p roductio n o f e no u gh wint er feed from



the plains 10 sus tai n their animals through the long and oft en severe
winte rs co nt inued to be the greatest problem for livestock farmers.
During the open seaso n, livestock were turned nut to grave on the
unim proved land of the settlers' lots , normally two-thi rds or more of
t he who le o r. especially with oxen and horses, out on the ope n prairies
beyond . Pigs ..ver e unhusbanded ordi na rily and left to live off the
cou ntry. finding sustenance from the mast an d roots of the timbered
river fri nges or from the prairies beyond. Most of the horses at Red
River we re of t he small Spanish type an d t hese hardy animals normally
spent t he winter outdoors. The remaini ng livestock, however, had to be
shel tered and fed during five or six mo nths in winter.

Some a nimal feed resulted from the settlement's arable farming;
in good crop yea rs a little ba rley a nd oats were used as feed, potato
su rpluses were sometimes used to fa tte n pigs and shee p, and the stra w
of the threshed grain was occasionally fed to oxen. But the colonists
were almost entirely depe nde nt on the wild hay that th ey could bri ng in
from the plai ns to feed their livestoc k in winter. Th e pra irie grasses
fou nd in abu ndance throughout the Red River Va lley offe red an
excellent op portuni ty fo r hay making an d provided th e main su pport
for livesto ck fa rming at Red River. As a resu lt, there was little ince ntive
to in troduce tame hay. Occasiona l experiments were conducted with
the cultivat ion of red clover, white clover and timot hy but none met
with a ny great success a nd. prior to IH70. no kind s of tame grasses were
gro wn for hay making. It was wild hay fro m th e plains that provided
the main support for animal husbandry at Red Rive r. T he .\'or'Wester
could report in 1869 tha t "our prai ries are covered ....-ith nutri tious
grasses which are the only food fo r our stock hoth summer and
winter."!

T he gro wth of t he colony's population brought fort h a number of
regulatio ns an d restr ict ions affecti ng hay gathering and animal graz­
ing. These were inte nded to red uce squabbling by giving each settler an
eq ual and fai r chance to mow sufficient hay to carry him over the
win ter. Wit hin the "sett lement belt." or inner t \VO miles, each colonist
was ab le to mow the hay and graze his animals on his own two-mile­
long lot as a nd when he wished . Beyond the two-mi le lim it. sett lers had
the exclus ive right to cut hay on the oute r two miles immediate ly at the
rea r of their ho lding. T his important right was recognized by the
H udso n's Bay Compa ny and was known as the "hay-priv ilege." Some
light tim ber was cut in the outer two miles and by I S70 the outer IW O

miles of several pa rishes co ntained considerable ploughed land. but it
was valued chie fly for the hay it provided."

Not all settlers at Red River had a "hay-privilege" behind th eir
farm . however. In the parishes of St. J a mes, Sf. Bo niface a nd St. Vital.
many di d not enjoy this privilege. In these par ishes, part of the out er
two miles was cut off by the junction of the Red and Assiniboine
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Rivers. a nd by t he junctio n of the Riv er Sei ne with t he Red. In St.
J a rncv. the lob of some sett lers a bu tted on the "hay-privilege" of S t.
J o hn' !'. paris h a nd pa rt ly on the H udso n's Ba y Com pany's rese rve land
at Upper Fort Garry." t\ .. a result. in 1860 the residents of St. J ames
pet it io ned the Cou ncil o f A..siniboia to give them the ..a rne ha ying:
privileges enjoyed by o the r colo nis ts .» O n t he eavt side of th e Red .
whe re th e river lots were ..q uee re d betwee n t he mai n river a nd t he River
Sei ne. m uch of the la nd beyond W3\ th e property of th e Roman
Cathol ic c hurch. :" or wa s th e "hay-privilege" a feature of th e new
scn te rnents establ ish ed after the early I~50s al ong th e Assini hoinc west
of St. Francois-Xavier .

Beyo nd the "hav-priv ilege." a ll colo ni ... t ... had eq ual righ t -, to th e
hay and tim ber of what wa s ca lled " the cnm mon."" Acce..... to thi ...
"common ground for hay-cutting." how eve r. wa s regu lated by the
Council of (\ ...... iniboia . I I'll.' usual date on which the plains heyond the
"hav-priv liege" "ere throw n open to farmers "a~ J u ly 20 .10 One settler
recalled that "before the day fixed for the beginning of hay-cutting
each yea r. the best hay meadows \~ e re "pied our. an d each man ha d
p la n ned where he wa .. to c ut hay."! ' On the d es ig na ted day. fhe fa rm er
too k hi ......cvthe. hand rakes an d ca rte. and set o ff fo r the lo wer st re tches
o f the plai ns whe re th e ... lo " ly eva pora t ing wa ter produced a n es pe­
cia lly ric h gr owth of gra ... s. Slough s. mu rsh e... a nd o ther wei sp o ts
with in easy reach of th e co lo ny were th e fa voured places . With ex pe­
rience. th e col o ni ... ts eve ntually became fa m iliar with tho se ...ec t io ns of
the p la in.. wh ich wo u ld be- t rew a rd t heir ha rd la bou r... Fhc " BIg
Swamp v ro the we..t o f the Low er Sen lement.Long Lak e beyond Ba il.'
S I. Pau l on the As..inib oi ne. t he Gro s...e hie, north we..t of Upper Fo rt
Gar ry . and the " Weedy H illv" ( location unknown) are mentioned in the
record ... a ... favoured haying area ... T he mar..hy :\e t ley Creek a rea. on
the edge of the Red R ive r delta. wa ... another im portant haying loca­
tion . T he Hind Expedition observed large num ber" of hay... tacks there
in S eptem ber 1857. 1: In dry years. not all settlers could make ... uffic ient
ha y in the vicinity o f the co lony. so ...orne ha y mak er.. wer e fo rced to
travel far ther a fie ld. " t ..uc h t imes. the wet margins of lak e...... uch as the
ma r..hy Lon g l.a kc a rea and th e ma r..h la nd ... alo ng the ..o uther n edge o f
Luk e Ma nitoba. attra cted mo re settle rs .

At rh c..c and o ther unnamed local io ns . the fa rm ers vet up th eir
ten ts a nd cornrnc nccd to cu t d ow n th e gru... sc ... on or so o n alt er July 20 .
T o pr eempt h is cbo...cn hay lan d . the mower cut a ci rcle a ro un d it with
his scy the. and "each man'.. o wne rship of the area he had mar ked out
was alway ... respected ."! ' O nce the Frass wa s cu t. it wa .. coc ked a nd
made into large hay-tacks . The stacks were frequently fe nced and
covered with tree branches in an attem pt to protect them from fire.
wind and wandering. animal... .

W hile most of the occupied la nd within the .....en lemc nt belt .. wav
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held in severalty. two areas within the colony. both close 10 the Forks,
were held in common and to these a number of settlers had equal right.
lhe two areas were the Po int Do ug las and St. Bo n ifa ce Commons or
Rese rves. This right. probably first granted by Lord Selkirk in ISl7
and later confirmed by the Council of Assinibtlia. wav given tn the
residents with small holdings on Po int Do uglas and in St. Bo nifa ce, on
the narrow neck of land at the junction of the Seine and the Red .
Access to graving and haying land was difficult Ior seutcrs in both these
areas. so they were al lowed to grale their animal .. and cut hay on the
common, which evidently re presented t he pastoral centre for Ihe graz­
ing of the commonable animals. In IHM . Po in t Do ugla s residents
p rotested to the Council of Assiniboia about encroachments that
settlers on the Assiniboinc River had made on what they called their
"specia l reserve," T hey claimed t hat they alone had the right to grate
animals and make hay on the reserve. !' The commons also may have
functioned 10 some extent as ma rket and social cent res. I n manvw ays.
they resem bled the village greens cha racte ristic of w estern European
villages or, in Canada. the commons that were established during the
seventeent h a nd eighteenth centu ries by French settlers a lo ng the lower
St. La wrence River.

Desp ite the labour ex pended on haying. the regulations of the
Cou ncil of Assiniboia. and t he seemingly endless unenclosed plains
beyo nd the co lony. the acquisition of sufficient winter fodder was the
farmers' "grand difficulty ." I ~ Red River farmers found it far from easy
to gather enough hay (0 kee p their unimals fed and in good condition
until spring. by which time it was invariably in short supply. A~ a
result. by the en d of winter Red R ive r caule often looked "more like
death than life ." I/> According to Pa llise r. many cattle and horses were
"lost every winter from the people not laying in a sufficient stock of
hay ." 17 But losses were especially severe when a long. very cold winter.
following a dry summer. had rendered hay scarce . Livestock mortality
rates were very high during the drought years 1846 4S. As George
Simpson observed in Ig47. "the blight that destroyed the grain and
po tato crop" or last year greatly injured the hay. which is found to be of
unsound quali ty ; and that. together with the length and seventy of the
winter. occasioned a g reat mortality among t he cattle and sheep . "I~

Writing in the follow ing year. Andrew Mc Oerrnot noted that "in
consequence of the most dreadful winter that wa" ever known in Red
River at least one-sixth part of all the cattle was starved to death ."!"
Fhe unusually severe win ter of Ig56 -57. which was followed by a \ery
backward spring , caused the deaths of nearly one-seventh of all the
colony's caule. ?" The census of 1856 had reponed 6.609 cattle . wh ich
would sugges t that more than 900 cattle perished during that part icular
winter. The colony's sheep also fared badly during winter. Hind . for
example. noted that 184 sheep were lost Juring the winter of IX55 56 . ~J
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The d ry years of the 1l.' 60s also redu ced th e past ures a nd t he
numbers and condition of Red River lives tock. T he d ro ug hts of IS6J.
1864 a nd IS65 ca used extreme sho rta ges of winter fo dder. resul ted in
an acute sca rc ity of hay by springtime, and had the usual effect o f
red ucing the we ight and condition of the stock . In spring 18M. Samuel
Taylor. a fa rmer from the lower pan of St. Andre w's parish. reco rded
in his journal . "a great many cattle dying for ",'ant of somethi ng to eat."
and later added that "hay is scarce all ove r this yea r some ha d nOI one
straw long ago ."? The fol lowing Ma rch. the same write r noted that
"there is people down from up amongst the French and Scotch. in great
need of hay." >' T he situation was just as bad in the late winter and
sp ring of 1866; " there is a general complaint all over for hay. and none
10 get to buy anywhere." wrote Tuytor .c- Hay continued to be scarce in
1867; Ta ylo r noted in Ma rch and Ap ril that " bad times begin ing [sic]
for hay ... no war m weather yet and hay littl e . . . a grea t ma ny peo ple
out of ha y ." 1 ~ T hese condi tions of scarcity inevitably ra ised m o rta lity
rates amongst a ll kinds of livestock . as they had in the d ry years of th e
1840s.

The not infreque nt heavy winte r livestoc k losses suggest that some
Red River fa rme rs we re keeping too many a nimals for the a mou nts o f
winter feed t hey could reasonably ex pect to gathe r, especia lly in a dry
year. Yet livestock raisi ng at Red R iver was on a smal l scale. Even
among those settle rs most concerned with livestock, the herd s and
floc ks were no t large. Ho wever. despite the modest lives toc k num bers,
the amount of p rairie hay t hai ha d to be cut. hauled and pu t up for the
winter mont hs was considerab le. Ha y. a n ex treme ly bulky product,
was no rma lly measured by the cart load. T here are no precise figures
on t he number of loads required to winter cattle or sheep at Red River
but, if Palliser is correc t , then it took five loads to winter an ox and te n
loads to winte r a horse .." We get some indication of to tal hay req uire­
ments from N or' We.Ht'r reports on prair ie fire losses. In October 1860
the paper re ported t ha i:

We arc sor ry to say . tha t the fire, on Ihe east ban ~ of t he Red Rivcr ha vc done a
great deal of injury to the peop le ofthe middl e district. \ 1r. William Burin. we
ar c to ld. has lost all his hay - , a~ 140 toad s. Mr. Ang us Matheson. pari say
45 loads ; Mr J ohn Gunn about the same quant ity: an d \ 1r, George Mun roe 30
load,.l'

It is clear that one of the hardest an d most time- co nsumingjobs facing
many Red R iver farmers eac h yea r was t he ha rvest of wel l over one
hun d red ca rl loads of hay on "the common" during the haying sea son.

T he major disadvantage of almost total dependence on the p lai ns'
wild hay resources was flu ctuat ion in grassland growth from year to
year. One settler est ima ted that three or four ton s of hay co uld be made
from an acre of prairie. > T he act ual yield in anyo ne yea r was deter­
mined la rgel y by rainfa ll conditions. and th e co lo ny's graziers were
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particularly vulnerable to the effects of drough t. In drv vears. not only
was the growth of prairie grasses less rank. but the annua l pra irie fires
ra n farthest and most often. thus further reducing already scanty hay
supplies. T he Nor: We.Her 's description of the fire situation in August
1864 is equally applicable to many other years:

De st ructive fires have raged over the plains this month. Along the A~siniboine

and Red River they caused considerable loss, hur ning much of the hay belonging
to scnlcr s on both sides oftheee rivers, and in some mstnnces.....e hetieve, part of
the crop". The 10.... of a winter', hay is a very scnou.. one al any lime. but b is
particularly so this year. when it wa.. with the peates! difficulty that farmers
succeeded in gctting enough to keep their stock alive till ~pring .l.

Ha yma kers tried to protect their precious stocks from destructive fires
by su rrounding them "with a ploughed or burned ringatleast eigh t feet
wide situated about twenty yards from the stucks.vw Such precautions
undoubted ly reduced losses but it was a ra re year when disastrous fires
failed to claim all or most of some settler's hay. Settlers unfortunate
enough 10 lose their supplies had to rely on the gene rosity of neigh­
bours !O sec them through the winter.v

T he quantity of hay each settler could harvest was severely limited
by the shortage of hired labour. A few Indians from the Indian Settle­
ment of St. Peter's sometimes hired themselves out at this busy timeu
hut haying was essentially a family affair in which hoth women and
youngste rs regularly took part ..lJ The amount of hay that could be put
away for winter was also limited by the slow hard methods employed III

making it. A few mowing mach ines were introduced into the Red River
Settlement from the United States during t he late l850s and l860s. but
throughout most ofthc colony prior to 1870 hand labour continued to
dominate harvesting.

Cutting the prairie grasses beyond t he limits of the "hay-privilege"
was carried out usually during lute July and early August. though a
little inferior hay was made later once the crops were harvested."
Ho weve r. annual climatic variations frequently caused modifications
in the haying routi ne. In dry years. when hay seemed likely to be scarce,
anxious farmers commenced mowing before the official date laid down
by the Council of Assiniboia. even though they ran the risk of sacrific­
ing their haying rights.." In late July 1863. the Sur' WesTer learned that
some settlers had begun "to put hay before the legal date. and that M r.
Mactavish [Governor of Assiniboia1gave orders to have the hay seized
and sold for the benefit of the public"',\!> And when a wet spring and
early summer made movement on the plains difficult. the commence­
ment of haying was put off for a few weeks to gin: the prairies more
time to dry out.»

So mailer when haying commenced. the farmers ' problems were
further complicated by the fact that bar Icy. the first crop to come to
maturity at Red River, invariably ripened at about the same time as the
prairie grasses were ready for cutting. thereby forcing them 10 do two
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arduous tas ks within a short mo nth ly per iod . J~ Hayma king. therefore.
was a time o f st renuous activity for the Red River fa rme r. a n act ivity
"which every year hal f brea ks bot h his back an d his hean .:"? Th e hay
har vest also co incided with the mosquito season a nd. despite th e
o bvious risk of prair ie fires. bonfires were ofte n lit in t he hope that th e
smoke would keep spiteful insects at bay.

Onc e t heir ha y was stac ked. the sett lers had to mak e numerous
jo urneys hauling it by cart or sledge 10 the riverside fa rms. Th e am ount
of travelling increased d uring d rought yea rs. for lad of water on the
plains forced haymak ers to gel the ir dri nk ing wat er from the Red o r
the Assiniboi ne. Taylor . in August 1863, recorded t hat "people had 10
cart out water to hay ma king and rea ping.".wThe Xor' H 'ester . one yea r
late r. wrote rhat

Despite som e vman sno wer-, In June and J uly there l~ barely enough herbage on
the plains 10 feed rhe can!e. and U \I ing to the enure absence of water there thc}
cannot go tar enough to r1cl Ihe best of it . 1 he~ have alltn mitreh bac k once or
twice: a day to drink at the nver.o

Haying act ivities were curtailed as the harve sting of wheal. the
co lony's mai n crop, got underway bu t were ta ken up again in t he fa ll
and co ntin ued th ro ughout the winter. for the hay was ra rely put awa y
before t he on..et of cold weat her. Despite the t hreat from annual fall
fire .. , hay was left out on the plains. from Yo hence it was ha uled home
when needed . lhc Nor: U'e.Her info rmed its read ers that dur ing the last
three weeks of September IR61. "strings of ca rts. sometimes a quart er
of a mile in len gth . might be see n t rave rsing over bleak an d level
prai ries with their loads ."H Agrico la. a correspondent on agricultural
matt ers in the N ar' U'f'.Her, ind icat ed t hat thc winter hauli ng of hay was

it business \I hich of itself occupies the greater part of th e: time of the vrurdievt
memh-c:r' of the family for m(h . of the winter . and sornenmcs co mpels a weak ­
handed fami ly 10 ' end ourmue bovs to \lork lor \I hich none hUI hardy men are
really quill' fitt ed T\l enl~ four and thir rv hour, are noth ing unu vual for a ~ing lt'

tr ip over bleak and sc rnen mev tral'~It'S, rla ln~' \

The Taylo r journal confi rms t hat the hauling of hay (and timber) was
an almost daily acrivny of Red River livestoc k farmers during the
winter. The sledge was the usual mode of winter hay transport but the
cart con tinued in use when snow was sca rce or a bsent.

Prairi e hay was a "Free" resource available to all and the vast
majo rity of settle rs with livestock loo k ad vantage of this to meet their
own req uirement ... Yet hay did have some co mmercia l value at Red
River. Farmers who had failed to put up sufficient hay to last the
winter. or had lost hay thro ugh fire. created most of the dema nd and
tried 10 make up t heir deficiencies through pu rchase as hay ran our.«
The Hudson's Ray Company also occasionally boughI hay to feed irs
live..rock at Lower Fo rt Garry." Informa tion on hay price.. is slight
but. dur ing the ISbOs. th e market price in no rma l times ..eems to have
ranged from two shillings a nd six pence to six shillings per ca rt load . As



to

fo dder supplies dec reased towards ..p-i ng the price of hay inva ria bly
rose sharply a nd. at th a t season. some times bro ught as hig h as twentv
shilli ngs for a ca rt loa d weighing lmo pounds."

T here w ere year' when severe drought and the conseque nt Insuffi­
ciency of hay cau ...ed the normal annual haying rounne a t Red Ri ver 10
be mod ified . T his occu rre d in 1847 and 1864 when . in res ponse 10 the
drough t hazard. far mers ma de hay at distances of si.\ty miles or more
from t he co lony . Rat her t ha n ha uling home the ir hay. far mer .. wit h
su bstantial he rds wint ered their cat t le a t th e ...cu rce o f su pp ly. AI suc h
d ista nt loca tions rough sheds were has tily co nstructe d to she lter cattle
and th ey WCf C kept there unt il t he spri ng thaw . Th is practi ce wa s
known as "out -wint ering" and fav ou red locat ions fo r it were the Long
Lak e area and t he so uthe rn ma rgin>; of Lak e Ma nir oba. t "

T he Red River Settl e ment's haying economy did not long ..u rvive
the creatio n of the Provin ce of M anitoba in 1870 and the disi ntegratio n
of the o ld order t ha t fo llow ed the commencement of perma nent agr i­
cultu ral colonization on the prairies beyond the Red and the As..ini­
boine river-front settlements. The commons of Po int I rougla.. and St .
BOni fa ce were dest royed by the expansion of the new urba n centre of
Winni peg. The ploughing up of the "hay-priv ilcge." \\- hich had been
u nderway si nce about 1860. gathered pace in the yea r.. after IH70.
Duri ng t he same decade. t he common la nd beyond the "hay -privilege"
was di vided up into qua rter-..ecnon far ms by Do mi nio n la nd survey­
ors. H o wever . the ma ny poo rly-d raine d a rea.. in the Red River low­
la nd...o rne of wh ic h ha d formed the favoured ha y grou nds of the
Selk irk coloni ..", for fo rty year .. were avoided by the incoming senlen,
an d. no doub t, con tinued to co ntri bute to feeding the livestock of old
sett ler.. and new.
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