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Exile in th e wildcme...~. by J ea n Murra y Cole . Don Mill s: Hum s &
Ma cfiach c rn Limited . 1() 79 . Pp. xviii. 2oX. $ 15.95 .

A biography of Chief Fa ctor A rchiba ld Mcl Ionald is ex tremely
timely . His ca reer spanned the heyday of t he fur trade and the ini t ial
disintegration of its carefu lly balanced social structure. ~1 cDona ld was
invo lved in Lo rd Se lki rk 's Red River e nterprise and in t he Hud ..on's
Bay Com pa ny trade west of the Rocki es. Hi s wives a nd progen y. beth
mixed blood and whit e. pro vide an unparalleled opport un ity for
insight into the workings of fur-trade soc iety . Unfortunately J ean
Mur ruy Cole's Exih' i ll Ihe u 'itdcrness. despite its p rod igiou s rese arch.
i.. litt le more than historiograp hica l a tavi..m th a t ignores these pm ..i
bilitiev. The re volu tiona ry co ntr ibutions of J o hn Foster. Sy h ia Van
Kirk. and J e nn ifer Hro wn which have redirected fur-trade scholarship
a ... establi ...hcd in the 1930, have been complete ly neglected . L E. Rich
and A.S. \1 o rton wo uld haw welco med Cole's s tudy . They wo uld hav e
agreed with her co ntent ion tha t the pre- I1<70 West was untouch ed a nd
wild . In fact western Canada d isplayed a unique culture derived from
the economic and social st ructu re of th e fur trad e. a ct ivitie s to wh ich
Europea n... , Indian ... and mixed blood ... co nmbutcd and from which
they derivcd identit y and pu rpo...e. T he wildcmes... i... an illus ion crea ted
by modern... steeped in Xa tic na l Geogra phic lo re. no t by the rea lit ies of
the nineteen th-ce ntury fur t rade.

.\10 ... t fur t rad er' wo uld have sym pat hized with He nry Hulle t t
who, being to ld by G eorge Simpson that he might ha ve to lea ve t he
w est after twent y-nine yea rs in the inter io r. wrot e:

You a re aware. Si rs, that by remaining in the l ndia n co untrvs uc h
a length of ti me. the C u... tom ... and ha bits we imbibe a re ...o different
10 tho...e of the civilized wo rld. add 10 whi ch the au achcrnent most
peo ple form 10 it. thai it will bcalmost impossible fo r me to retu rn
to my na tive co umrv.

One suspects tha i \1cDonald wo uld not ha ve found Ha llett ' s views
inappro priat e 10 his own experien ce. Mc l rcnald him self tOOK '1Il In
dian wife. and upo n her death married a co untryborn whit e woman
untutored in the nicet ies of refin ed soc iety . He fath er ed o ne mixed 
blood so n a nd seve ra l white c hildren . .\kJ)on al d pressed fo r the
education of his wives and offspring. no t because he feared t he con
tagion of rhc wildemc....s. but bccau..e his position in fur- trade society
demanded these refinemen ts. He "as responsible lor ensuring the
socia l sta tus of his c hild re n. If they were to mai ntain his statio n they
mus t ha ve a n ed uca tion. McDo nald's ca refu l interest in scie nce too
was not a reject io n of the wilderness bu t rather a desire to unde rstand
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the Indian country. Indeed his studies arc roo ted in a trad ition sta rted
by seventee nth and eighteen th cen tury bayside factors. When
\ lcDona ld d id retire. he did so not to his native Scotla nd. something
o ne migh t ha ve expected from an "exile in the wilderness." but rather
to Lo wer Canada wh ere he co uld e njoy the co mpany o f those he ha d
k no wn in th e Ind ian co u nt ry.

W ha t analys is the b iogra phy o ffers so me ti mes borders on the
psychologica lly naiv e. Em otio ns a rc the uncompl icat ed o nes of "joy: '
" de light:' a nd "d isco u rage me nt." Ot he r a ssessme nt s a re sim ply care
less. Life OI l iso lat ed po..b. is la be lled as "monoto nous drudgery: " but
th is is no t bo rne o ut by exam ple. Su bseque nt de ..criptions of rio to us
pa rties an d difficult Ind ia ns scarcely contribute 10 the imagery of a
dreary exile. II can be show n that life in the pre-UnO West. while by no
means easy. "as in fact more than bearable. and that levels of nutrition
and the general sta nda rd of living. "ere higher tha n in the Canada, and
Great Bm ain.

while th ese co mme nts would see m to be undu ly ha rsh. they a rc
nOI meant to det ract from th e care fu l sch ola rshi p and research thai
illumina tes t his work . alt hough Shirlee An n Smith in her review in The
Beaver (Summer. 19XO ) has noted a few minor errors in fac t and
typogra phy. In spite o f any reviewer 's comments. however, the hoo k
must be the land mar l biography 01 Archibald vt c l rcnald . H" could
not have ..... ked for a more sympathetic treatment. Carping historianv. I
su ...pcct . would prefe r a more a nalytical one.
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Society and Politics in Alberta: He..ea rcb Paper... edited by Carlo
Caldarola . To ro nt o: Methuen . 1979. 392 pp.. S11.95. paper.

T his is a useful book. It inc ludes nineteen articles" hich have been
organized arou nd fo ur themes. T he first theme is the hi... torical pattern
of Alberta pro vincia l pol it ics. Four papers [writ ten by L.G. Thomas.
C F. Betk e. C. Caldarola. D .K . Elt on a nd A.M . Godd a rd ) discuss the
success ive regimes of t he Liberal s. the Unit ed Fa rmers of Alb er ta.
Soci a l C redi t and the Conse rva tives. Th ese are tr adi tional but effective
accounts wh ich summurive pa rt y pol icies. describe elect ions. an d con
sider the experiences of the part ies in o ffice. In the process. each article
gives interesting insights into one 01 the standard questions about
Alberta politics "hy has there been a tendency toward one-party
government" Inevita bly. in exploring that question. emphasis is placed
on the ro le of leadership. the well developed sense of region a l gricv
unce. a nd the general quest fo r efficien t. man ageria l government.
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