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IJ l r~'d 4U"I;lII"n" trom Fur"p..':m tur trader.. on ..uch 4u~·""t1n .. il" Ind ian leader 
..hlp Ip , 9111 \\ ould ha\.: bcncfiurd In 1I11 .:' hnt,lt,~i"<11 .Ill a l ~ "I" and mt .. rprctanon.

Th e "1'1l.. l ud l n~ ..haptcr 1 'lo..·~IIl" wuh a ,1.lh:lI11'nllh<l1 l-on (·hll.....-wyan became

Ih,' r'·~I"n.11 tocu-, tor · ·H,IJ,·. nan-portauon and the ..nmpl.:\ group 01 pcr-onal
rd.llltm,h ip', . . Ip . I-J I I J,III1," I'''rl..c r ha-, ,u':"""rull~ outlined till' mcchamc-,

of the fur lraJc <II l-ort Chlp...·V.~ill1 . Howcvcr , he ha-, m.nlc link or no altcll1pl
ttl J,'mtlfl'lr<lIC thecc• '·po..'r"'ll.Il rd.lllun,hlp'. · · either between l ndran-, illlJ tradcr-,

or .1I11"1I~ the European- them.....·h ,·, Fmpomon 1,1 IIJ,' \ "nil ,'ouIJ be rC":(II11
mended till' lhocc• rcadcr-, lI11,'r,"I,'d in a t.;I'I~· imroducuon h' the fur trade or
II' Ihc rC~Il,mll hl'hlr~ ti l For t ( ·hlJlt.-·v.~,ln , Unfortunately . tho-c f ....l..ing tor a
nc\\ "I'Ulrihuti,m III current lur trade hl'hllll't:r<lph~ wil l be di,;rpllt,imcd .

Paul r ' Thicrlc
Cur.uor . l hc Sam \V;llk r t .urtc xonhcru \I U' ':lIrn

lhc I'a' , \ bnih,ha

C,','\' 1. 111 1,: 11' /,:;1' SII'II<'llIrn : ·1 CI'I'(' ,·II'/,,-o(/(h . h ~ I-red.. Ahcn.rkcw. Winnipeg:
Pcmnu..an Publicauonv . IIIK7 . 1'1" 17(1,

'I hi' ht ... ,I-. coI"liIUIL'" illhlllll'chn i,'al introductionto the gr<lllllllar otrhc Plam -,
Cree dialect. II I' uucndcd primMII~ ;1' ,I tool for "'J ~'ha, "I Cree. and I' lI1CJI1l
h' be ;""'''l1lpallicll h~ Ah..:nah'\\·' .'il,w;n "1 ,III" 1/,,1/\1' 1'/,,,,,11' (IIJXhl. a ... , lk~' 

non "I cpontancou-, ,t"ri.:, h~ Cree '1lt.:,I I-.cr,. .Ahc nakcw. who I' hcr cclf a native
' 1-c:ikcr "I Cree. poinrv uUI Ih'll ,'\I'lIng hI... lk, ;lhoUl Cree - tructurc. all Ill' \\ hich
arc \\ nucn 1"1) nonnanv c vpcakcrv. often pr~·"cnt ;jllllln~ their ~rall1ll1alKal cv 
.uuplc-, <cmcncc which arc In lad ;l\\I.."'ilr~lt,r urm.uural tamong tlth.:r related

pruhkm'l ; ,Hid vhc .Irgu,·, rhat tbc 1.1I1gU,Ig.~' l' ho..'''II'IU~hl h~ the U'C 01 rcadcr-,
l"lllll,lInint: Jialt'),'u," or tcvt-, r~'pr""'l1Iing -pomancou-, -pccch h~ native 'p'·al..~·r~ .

SIK' pn Ipt"C'. for m-aancc, ttut ~'\;1I11rk, In'l1I <uch rcvt -, be cnlphl~ cd tll Illu,WJIC
variou-, pt,inh til' gl'arlllllilr . ;Hld Ihroughnullhl.' hI"'k ..he JCllltln,H<lll" htm thi-,

~',1Il be done . u,m),' l.'\<lmpk, tnun S'OT/I'I oj III" 11" 1/.\ ,, /'1"'/ ,11' , SIll' it!,P hnng-,
her I,\~ n munnon-, OJ' J niJll\ C '1.....-akcr ItI t-.:ar both in Ill<lking g.:nc rall/illit'lh ,lbllUl
( '1" ' " grallli llilr and III pn l\ IJlll~ Iml hcr c\;lI11pl.:, h~'~tlll\l lht"~' In lh..· k· \l ~ . Jlld
lhi, l"lllhlilln.:, pn.: III lh... g. f,';l l "lr~·ng. lh, Ol lhi, hlloL il l'on[;ll n, <I rtuml"le r tIt

InkT~"ling ..·PIIIllH.:rth ;mlt pb"'r\ ;rlilllh \I hidl ,Irc no1. hI Ill~ 1..11 11 \\ kd~c . IllJd.:

<l I1 Y I\ h ~'l'c d~l' III lhL' L·\I ' ling. lill' l',lIl1fL'lll) Cr..'': P<lrti~'ul" rl ~ ~iglli ti" a ll1 i'it knglh)
'~'L' lul n " ll di fk r.:nl .,ynl'll' llr lI' l" lIt lh.., p;rn i"'k ,im,l. " lh i, " Il' p. l-J .~-.'il) ),

Cf,',' i, ;r hig.hl) illlkL'l~'d LLllgU;IJ!" in \\hirh Wllln, ;jlld \T tl" 1"1.. ,' it r"mr!e \
'~'I o f prdi\~' .. ;lIlJ fl;jnl~'ul;lrI~ ,u lli\l·'. Till" ': ~'\pr~'" .1 \;tri" I~ p t ,I' p,'rh of
lIll'.Il11ng. . ,,'mc t,1 \1111.-11 \\"uld h,' "'\rrl'''~'J h~ ind" p"ulkm "ord, illlJ or h~

\Iord, g'l\~'TIl111g \I"rd Ilrul'I' 111 iI lauguag...· ,tKh;r, I' n~ l i , h PI l ' r~· lld l. \ll,..t l,f
Ah~·lliII-.~·\~ " gr, lllllllillKal ,11,,'u"lon lk,ll' \\ Ilh Ihi, Illlkd ltln,,1..~ ,t'·IlI. Thl.' hull

I,Ilh..· r'·Ill.uIIJ~·r ~·tlll1pr i,~', a ,hnn II'" 'I-. al Illl' '~lllil,'tle lx'h;1\ h'ur ollh,ll da"



IUMl" kl \ 1l\~S

"I Cree .... ordv .... hrch I... nul 1IIlkul'J (p.HII(k... 1.

.\hl·[J.t]"\.'\\ lk,(rilx', the durer ...nt IIllkl'lIOIl.l1 ronn-, cun-fullj . ~'k.lrI.'- and in

detail. HI;J nomcchnic·;r! "";1.'- l·;I,il.'- n'l1lpn.·hl'n'lhk 1I \~L>ulll JUI.Il!I.·lltl;1 reader
\1. ith no h' I\']..grounl.! in Iinl!U1... uc-, \" .lnl'U' 1·L>lllplll',ttll ln ... in\,.1\ 1Ill! the prOI1UII'
l'i ;Jtillll o l .... ord-, when ...utfivc ... an- auachcd .11'1.' cv.umncd: here. \hl'lt;lh'\\ I'"
\I.'r.'- tho rough . pfn\id ing more detail ... than Wo lr' lrI and C'l rro ll lll ,\In'( ("r l' !':

·1 (; /1 1,1" '0 ttu: ( ·r n · 14111gll< l.l:l· I 19KI ). the other major n,m tl'(hni('11 lilt roduction
to Pl.nn-, Cree . and the mat... nul i... «ell prl.·, e llh:d

There iv, however . one ltl\l with nu-, vcvrion "i tl1l' h' lll'" 11\ tIll' r ;l, e " j ',1I1K'

gra lllll1;lllr;i1 OPP'-"iIIOI1 ' tl' ,g .. where word, unrct 1;1"\' \\11l' " I 11\" p' '' ' lhk in
11':I.·t i, '1];11ahcmat iI I" I. e\ 11\'1I;ll l' \\ madcqu.n...1y I' \ rta 1Il'" the "l' I1];mll( and ur '.'- 11

tactic 1'1.1'1' "I the oppovitum. For e xample. nourh mu ...t occur 11\ l' ilhl'f "prox 
uu.uc" Ill' "111'1\ ia tc" torm. ,lnd vcrb-, can t;ll ... cuhc1' .,1' tl\" " PP'-"Inl! I.'- f'l" III
ag rl.'l·ll1l'n t ,ulli\ IIhl' "jndcpcudcru" mode and "n,nlunl'l" Illo,k vuttrvcv}: LIl
both ca -c'. hull' I'" ">;lId .I""'UI the ha'l'" "I the ahcmauon or ;Jh..ut thl' \·.. nt ... ' t-,

in \\ hi..:h II i-, ;lppfllpri;Jll' h' u-c• "11l: ;llll'fTkJtl\ l' a, Ilrf'lI'I.'d III the Itltll.·r. HUI 1\IlhI'ul
thi-, kno .... ledge. tlIa'll'~ .. r rhc mflccu, mal ronu-, 1'1.'- thcrn-clv I'... ' .....1 limned u ...c.

Th e l h'lpt... r In..-u...... ing on the ... .'- ntacuc Ix·h.l\ rour "r part Id e ' l .. m.un-, 1ll11...h
interc' ...t lllg nuucnal and muchnew rnatcrinl 1I 1.·\ e r before de a ihcd in pri nt Un-

r.,rtUlldld .'- . III'1\ rv cr the dlapll' r I'" un ...a tl , b(tllr~ 111 ...crtuin rc [X'I."'. ln particular.
the infunuation in It " lI"l \\.'f~ 1\ 1.'1 1org;m ill',L l -or cv.rmplc. 111l' pall id ,' " 11I1/
o....ur ... III 11111111 phr."l·.... 1I1l' h;''''I''· m.ucrinl dl.·,,:nhin!" rhi-, j , dll 'idl'd inh l three
.....xnonc. headed · '(;11111 ill "h ll.·lt noun phr a-,....... " "(;11/11 in indir,-... tnouu phrav ..·,."

and "(;1/1<1 in ... ub jcct noun I'h 1'.......·... ·· (pp. 144 ·4 7 ) H" .... ev er. tl1\' oh'\'l\atillll'

nudl' ;JhllUI till' actual recu rrence "11"11I,, invrdc d noun ph1'.I'I· ;Ire ilknli..·;11 in
th..· Ihr..·e , ..·ltilllh: lo r "";Ilnple. l\l' a rl' I" IJ in I.'.l..h 'di"n Ih;Jt limil ,'.m ...I.met

h.'- i",d l .... ith"ul ;J noun. an..11Il1\\" ,el' tilln, th' lt ,;/111/ Ull'ilhl'f pr .....·I.·.k Ill' li, II,,\\
;1 nllun rim ... thl' role .. I th,' Illlun phr'I'l' in Ihe ......nt'·l1n' dl'I.'''' nol In f.ld .....·1·111
hI Ix' rl'le\;ml hl lh\.' u,..' .. r "'/11". '1hI' "r~;rI1l/.III"n .. 1 the' inl"rm<llll1l1. h,'\''''ll'r.
gl\l" thl' 1I11pr..•...... il'n th' ltll/I rl'l ..·\ant ;Hld. hlr1h..·r. In\\.he, UI1l1l'..,·.......lr.'- r",pcli 

tlllllI111ll!L'rm'ltil>ll. \ 1(.r"'\ l· r . Ill,.... t ,.I,hl· .!!1·111·rall/ati" Il' 111.llk In "·'I(h ,. Ithl''''\.'
.....·l'tIlI1\... drl' n,.t aht lut ,i/ll". hUI r;llh r ;rht'ut Ih,' ,.'-n t' ll'lll' heha\ 1,'lIr "I ... ut<1l'd.
(l,,),·.. t , 'r in.ll n.'d "hl"'l't n, 'un pltra .....· "1' ahtllli lit..' I, ' rm ,,1' I'LtU'l..". I«.r ill... t;I1I ' · .
\1I.' a r,' I(11.ll p. 14.'i ) Ih;lt .11\ Ilhll'l't 11' lU ll phr;l.....· .... ,ntalllll1g I"IIl<l IlM~ "I:,Uf l' ilh r

hd"rl' o r ;llk1' Ihl' I l'rh . but 111 1;l( 1 tlti ... woul d hI' tn l\.' "I an ~ "h ll'l.'l II"UI\ pllr,' · .
11"1 " nl.'- "Ill' nlnt;lI1lill g ,;/11,1. it i, a lad ab"ut ( ·r l.·l.· w"rd " rdn 111 l!,,·nl'r dl. nOI
;1 Lilt ;lhollt ,;",,/

·\h ... ndh·\\ 1l1l~hl ha\ ..· d"l1l' \\l'Il 10 Illdlldl' ;1 ... hort ......dl.. n "'"n"l.·nt r;lt lllg

"'11111'1.'- " II h.I'll' 'I'f"l',·t, "r '.'-111<1' ....1I..'h .1' \\"fll ollkr. Ir,,,, ljUI.·,II.lIh ,Irl' r"rm...d.
or ho\\ ,u""'rJlIMll' .:I.m.....·... ,Irl' .."pr.:"....lt Allh .. lIgh a g1'''·;11 J ....d IlIIl,t he .. ml1tl·J
in .. ,h"n Il\tn>Ju"h'r~ 1"111111.... ,u..h nutll'r, a ... tl1l' ......· ...,'..'Ill "" h,t'l..' .1'" It. de"'l'f\ ..·
",>Ill\.' ...po..·l"I;Jlmentltln. \ ... 11 I'. ,,'ml' inl"fI\l.Itlon .Ihmg lh..' .....• 11ll..•... '''' IllduJ...J.



hut it i~ "huril'd" ill the Ji~ell~~ioll of conctruction, in\ol\'in~ p.rruclc-, and i~

ofte-n not \er) "'karly cvprccscd.

A further prohlcrn i~ th.!l the alwl)~ r'~ arr' comcumc-, 1lpl'Il III quc cuon. 111' ut

lcavt msutf..-icnrly cxpl.uncd. For cxamplc , iti-, not dear \\hy th..' two example
-cntcncc-, at the tllP 01 p,tgl' IS5 ~hould he ..·"n~ldl'rl'tl illuvtnuionv of··Ia..'rive"
,illll/ rather than tll'lIlg ·· ..-qu.uional" ~ ..-nrcnc..'~ (tl1l.') differ from variou-, s1lnilar

"cquauonul" cvumplc-, on pagl" I·W-S I onl) in w!lfd order). un..l it i, nol dear

thai in cvamplc-, gi\'l'll on p;lge ISX. 1;1//0 should. ,I" ~\Igge,ted. he ..-onvidcrcd

;J "ccmprcmcnnzcr (\ch) not ;lIlaly~l' it ;l~ a pronoun corcfcrcnual with rbc
l'lllhl'ddl'd clun-e' I.

'J\\0 further point-, warr.uu di,nl~sion Firvt, the nonl ill~ui~ lically muncd reader

should br awarc that thi-, hoo!" doc~ not di~nl~~ the basic sound ~ystelll of the
langua!!l' or how the orthography is to he in terpreted: tor this. one mu-t look
<It Stories "(IIII' Hause People rpp. 113 ·~ l I Ill'. a~ I~ ~ugg..·,tl·d there, the rlf~t

chapter of ;\kl'l Crl'I', A (iuii/I' /0 Ihl' Cn'I' /AINI.;U/lr.:I·. Sccon.L the lack of word

for-wo rd t ra ll s la t i on ~ in the CI.... '· ~ ..-ntcuc.... ' given as cv.nuplc-, will at tim..·~ make
it difficult feu any reader with no pr..-viou-, knowledge of Cree to under-stand th..'

\lisc'u~, ion However . this would tau convntutc ,! prnhlcrn t'lT the rcachcrv. whn
\I'luld pl'c',ullwhl) be native <pcukcr-, of Cree. tor Icho111 the hllll!.. i-, primarily

ill1elJded

In concluvion. ' Ill ' volume h.r-, ir-, l1,tw,. but I cbould ru-vcrthclcsv ~tfeS" th.u
it provtdc-, a 1110,t vnlunhlc 1001 till" Crc'c' I)('l.htgllgy. ;lI1d rh.n it ...on-nnnc-, <I vipnifi
cant conu-ibution to the c'\isting lucr.uurc 011 Cree gramm'll'.

D..-borah Jamc-,
Division of Humanities (Lingui,lic~1

Sl'a rhll f\l llgh Cumpu-,

Univcrvirv Ill' 'loronto

,·ll11om: lilt' SiOl1l (If/hlli.lIllI : fjglllt'ol MOII/h\' f~\l'{T;(,//(T tI,1 till '11,111/11 Agt'll/.
/8fJ') ·7/J. h) n.c. Pll\liL'. 51. P<lul: r-.lIT1lw,ota IIl"toril'al SOl"ll't) Pre". Jl)XS
Pr o ~JS.

"lhi-, hO'I!.. \\,IS llrigin<llly puhlivhcd in [KKI . At the IIIlK'. it unractcd Iinlc .u
t...nnon and enjoyed only <I limited prim run. It lu-, llO\\ h..-cn rcpublivhcd by the

\lll1ne~\'t;[ Hivtoric-al Sonc·t) 111 order 10 rc ..... I1 ..· it from oh'l·lIrity . R;ly!110nJ J.
Dd \l a lIic. Ilk' di rCI.·I, 11' of the American Indi.m Studic-, R...cc.m-h Illslilllte (Univer
~ity oj' Ind iana ). rfllvide~ ;111 e\cdklll introduction to th... n..' w ...dition. placing

the hook's conlent in conte\t and idc'n tirying its histori..· imp'lrtam·e .

T h..' aUlh\lr. DC' \\ ' itl Clinton PllOIe. wa, a ,,';lpt;lItl III thc' Atll..-ri'·;Ul afm)

dl'ta!ll'd in ISl1910 , ..'1'\'" as agenl 11l11h,' Whchhll1" Ind ian AgL'fll.·~ . fll.'ar Yanklon.
DakOia Terrihlf). T he agefll"). cq;tbh,llL'd by tfl';tl:;.- a ~...;(r earher . h;tJ been
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