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Bllai/II' Bird 1\'''11/11/1 ',I (;o/{/nl.' I g l'l l"l tll ll /'" "t'rllt' l lidutsci II/I/il//I.I, h~ Gilb ..·n
L, \\'iI"lll, St. Paul. r-. lInrw,ot:l: r-. linlh',otd Hivtor i..-al So,,'i..,t~ I' lL' '' '' . 191'17. 1'[1,

I ~lj,

Bill/iiI" m,.,lll"l/jlll/ \ (lord,'I/ i-, on ..' of a <cri ..,,, of reprinted hllllk, rh'l"...n h~

the ~ lInn'-'''''la Hi-ronca l S",,'icty 1'1'...,,, tor "their importun...l' a" \'nduring hi-rorica!
,nUITl" and thc ir valuc a, ..-movahlc accoum-, 01 Ilk in thc I lppc r Mid \\ \' ~ 1. · ·

It v.a" nrigilwlly puhlivlu-rl III IlJI7 a~"lgl'i(,IIIIIII"I' ,~rlh(' lIi,{,1I10 tndians: AnIn
dian 11II" /'(JI"I'III l i ,m hv the Univcrvirv III \ll11lw""ta, The rcprim cdition includ c ~

a 11\,1.'. introduc-tion hy anthr"pol<l~t"t and "'lhl1ohntani"l krkr~ R. 1 l; IIl ~nn . an
aUlh'lrily Oil thc Ilidal~;l ViliagL' I nd i ; lI l ~ 01 th..' UPIX't' r-. lj"",luri r...~ion,

lu hi" introduction Hanxon de-cribc'" Bull,i/o Bird Wpm/II! ',I Gavdcn ;1' ·';1 r1a"i..,
anthfop"I,,!!,,'al document on Ind ian agri"'lIlturl'" and a~ "on..' 01 the l11<l"t
dctailcd, in-depth uccoum-, III :Jhoriginal :"ativ... Anu-ric.m agriculrurc ever
publi-hcd.: Movt ot thc information atxnn Hid;th:.t agrl,,'ultUll' I\a' vupplicd hy
one pcrwm. Buffa lo Hird Woman. knuwn in 1[idah ,l ;" ~1a\idiwiill'. a v'l'ry
"ml\1 Il'dgl'ahiL' g;lrd ...ncr , Vl ho ,,, thllugh1 h1huv ... been IIIrru abour I i'(N, " sec md
ary informant \I;h WI,If Cliid, Hlllll!o Bird woman' ~ hn uhcr. Tit..: information
wa-, collected ,1Ild tr'II1~ ..-ribcd hl·tl\l·s: n Il/I~ uud 1')J:'i h~ Gilbon Wilson. an an 
Ihfll po logi"l at th... Uni\\:r'lty 01 \luHl":,,1l1a Wil"on cvpl.un-, in the foreword that
he -ct out "1\1 kant how muc-h ,ml' lrnlian woman "nl'\.I of agri,,'ullUrl'; what <h...
did a, an a~ricllltllri,t and \\ hal were her mouvc-, tor doing; and ,I hat proportion
othcr thought and \alltH were crvco til h..-r lid d",· · With the L'\\:"'l'tIIlIlOI \\ ' ih o ll '"
-hon foreword. till' hook i-, a detailed flr~t rl·r~"1l account hy BlIll;r111 Hird \\'0 111 '111
III Ind ian ;tgri ..-ulturc ;llllong"l rhc v'iILtgc lndi.m-, or the L'ppl·r \ Ii""ollri, In the

foreword Wil~'lll ~ay" tlLlt Ill" ha-, ··,illl'<.:rdy endeavourcd to add to the narr.uivc

l'~"l'ntiall~ nothing or hi" 0\111 . '.

Wil"'lll 1.'110"0..' hi" main informam well. BlIIlalo Bini Wcuuan \.1;1" able to pro
vall' him wi1h d":laikd Illfofmation on "II a'pl'l'h HI ,'\attv ..' ;lgfirlllture . She
d...~nih ...d nwthoJ, "I' lanJ d ..,;tr;m..... , till" yl';trly n lllnd 01 farl11 ing a..,ti, it il·~ and
thl' Htl'lh, ld~ ,,1 planting, l'Ull i\ ;Itil'II ;Ind "t, \ragl' , ·I'It..:rl' <Irl' "l'p,trall' ,'haptl·n "II
l'a..'h 01 th..: maior ITOP~: rorn, "qu;"h, h"';H1~. "un!lowl'r" ,lIld tohdCClI, lllliialo
llird Wom<ln al"l dl'\l'rihl·~ til... 1111'thod~ ,11 l"ln"trurlion or thl' major "trurlurl"
,,,\<l..'iall·d \.lith ;lgri,,'ul1wI', 'lidl ;1" till' \.Iatdling "tag..:, tho..' cdrhl' pit and 11ll· dr~ ·

ing \1agl·, E~'l'l11ial Indial1 1;1( min,;!. t, 'ol- arl' ahll d...~cribl'd in ;.t ,,,:p<lrat... Chapll'r ,

W I1;I1 Butta lo Bird Woman i~ lk'rribing i" Nati,l' agrrndtllr... n..:ar it~ nOr1hl'rn
limil in Ihl' ..'l'l11rl' "I' 'o,J"nh Amcrica, AI thl' tim... oj Europl'an rOlltal't lhl' nor
thl't'll limilof Indi:111 ai!rinlltllrl' ollthl' (jr..';lt I'latll" 11;1" prolxlhly in :"lllInh [);I"llla
at thL' I\ nik l{iVl' f v'illagl'" 'll'thl' l ' ida t"' l [nd i;tn" Bullal,) Bird Wll1ll;11l W,I' h'lrn
ill a ,ilhlgl' ;11'lIlg tho..' I\ n ik Ki'l'r. blltllHl,t "fhl'r lif..- I\;t, 'IX'l\t al Li""-;I-ri"hh,~,",

a lill;l,;!.l' 01 "l'Vl' nt~ lodgl" l'"tdhli,h,,'d in IX..!5 dm..' to thl' Iradlllg p..,,,t ,If I-"Ilr!
Rl' rtho ld , local..:d ;th'lUlthlrl~ lllik~ ul'''tr,'alll lllltlll' \ f""ollri , l hl' rl' illlhl' ril'h,
\lllI~kd hOIl"ll1ldnd~ ,tl"ng till' M i , ~our i , tho..' llid ;th a . :\I;llld;1Il and ,\ri";lnl dl'arl'd
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land and cull ivatcd their IT' lP~, Likc-u-fichh. 1I1~ \' illa~c vurvivcd until IX:S5 \\ hen
it wa-, broken up hy the Anu-m-an gO\'l"HlIlWIlI and it-, inhubitam-, were placed

Oil individunllnnd hllldlt1g~ Oil the Iwarby Fort Ikrthold Rc-crv.uion . II \\a~ there
rhat wil-on conducted hie interviews with hi-, two main infonnnntv.

A~ described hy Buffa lo Hird woman. agricuttur.., wa~ aI11111~ 1 l\h\ll1y womans
work. H i da r ~a malc-, are ~hado\\y figurc-, III her narrative . lhc IlWIl hunt , go

III war and Ilin with the ~ir!~ ,l~ they Ilork in 111L' lidd~, hUI ap.rrt Fnunrhc cuhiva
tion \llhlb,lrul by ~111l1L· ofthe old 1111.'11, agril'ullurl· I\a~ Idllar~e:ly tothe women.

Hutfalo Bird \\'lll1lan'~ picture 01agrtcunurc i~ larg:dy;l vr.nic one butthere arc

\X",:a~i"Il,11 rcfcrcncc-, in he r namuivc ILl ~llnlL' llflrlL' chunuc-, in agrinlllUrl' hnlu~hl

about hy L'onlar\ with Europcanv. Digging ~tll'k~ and hOIlL' hlll·~ and kruvc-, had

brge:l} hL'I:Jl rl'plared hy iron axc-, and ltoc-, and ~Ie:d kuivc-, Oucc the Like-a

I"i~hh<lok. rcvidcnts were moved to the Fort Bcrthohl Rcvcrvmion the Hidatva were

abo introduced til new ~l'l:d vuricuc-; RUI Bullalo Bird \\'0111,111 1\'<1', nor
convinced thai the white 11l,11l'~ way~ were 11L'l'l'~~,lrily the h..'\!. [I \1;1\ her opin
ion rhnt Europcan-, "new 11111..: about rh..' ..-uttiv.uion ofhcan-, and 11WIlhl' trudi
tiona! Ind ia n way of corn cultivation I\a\ "bcucr than 111L' Ill'\\ \1,ly taught l1'

by \\ hire men. "

lI a n\o ll· \ introduction i\ valuable bcc.uo.c il places Ind ia n agrirulturl' on the
Upper Mivcouri a~ described bv Huffulo Hird Woman in it-, historu-al. ,!!l:lll!r,lphical

and l'1:'l]llgiL'al context. The book al\\l iuclu.tc-, fifteen photograph-, taken by \Vil"'lIl

and fo rty \"I:IL'he\. nW[1\ and plane . Ma ny of th..· \kL'I..-I1('\ were redrawn Inun
\"ddlI:S made hy Edward GOllJhirJ, Bullalll Bin! Woman", \nll . Bllllillo Bird
11"0 11I11I1 ',\ Gorden i\ a ucctul udditionto the Borealis Book-, reprint 'l'ril'~ , II con.
tain-, a wealth 01 detailed infonuauon about Indian agril'llltllrl· III the Upper
J\1 1\ " lu r i region and run be r..-corumcndcd hI all \rhol,II'\ imcrcvtcd ill Ind ia n
likw.;IY\ «n the northern Grc.n Pl.nnv.

Ba rry Kay ..:

De partment 'If ('I:II,!!raphy
Univcrvi tv (II' ,\ lanilllh<l

EIII!'lIfilll/l '~(I"l" Noul! : ron CI,i!'I'lITIII/ <ll/d /1/1' FIIl'hl/d<' /0/835, hy Janie
Park cr , I-I:l'gin<l: ..\lbl'rl~1 Culture and 1\1ulliL"llhllrali\l1liCatwdlillll'laill\ I{L·\L",lrL"h
Center. ItJK7, I' p . 2IJX ,

In till' pa ... l filtcc-n YL'ar\ the hllll" vhclf ror tulc-, dL"all11g vuh IhL" fur trade in

lhl' Can,llkll1 \\c\l ha\ hl'ell ,ignil'iGll1lly ,,"p;l1llkd , TIle' qllC\lilln\ for Ih'l\l' in

l.:r.:\ I.:d in the liL'ld h'llT now heul)lle : dlle\ any p<lrtiL:ll!,lr !ll''' olkrin,!! dl'\l'rvc

to bl' 'l..lLkd III OllC ·\ L:ll lkl'tilltl, <lnd dll\:' it adJ ,lllylhlll,f! new 10 lhe \l'hllbr\hip

'lll Ihl' \Uhjl'l' l'.'
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