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men. 1)(''Il isc G. Reaume', '111c Legal Enforcement of Social Nonns" 
llTgUCS that Canada 's Icgal liyslcm already embodIes some pluralistic ten
denCIes anu is oplimisl1c that II thoughtful "pproach 10 difference can be 
lIccomlll00atcu by II pluralistic legal design. 

Space prccludc~ II comprchcn8ivc considcnllion or ,heS(: essays, bul 
the remaining (.'Ssays by Anthony It Dirch, John Erik Fossum, Hcribcrt 
Adam, Virgmia Leary. and Charles Taylor arc equally important . They 
COn)lIucr cltll..cnship In the comp3rali vc tradi tion, from a human rights' 
pcr~pcctivc. and in relation to democracy. All mfonn the idea of how 
Ahoriginal peoples o ughllO ex ist within polillcal communit ies. s uch as 
ClIl1ad:1, and how Aborlgmal peoples ought 10 ex ist wi thin the world of 
stOl ICS. 

If there is a weaknC5lI in Ihis volume. il is Ihat il may be perceived as 
being 100 liberal. Indeed, II mIght be too liberal. There is lillie dissent. 
It would have been .oterestlng to have had a nationalist and a radical 
feminist eonslder citllenshlp. dIversity, and pluralism. Within the intro
duction. Ilrofessor Cairns di scusses citizenship and the "real world ." 
Iteeently, I was drinking eoll'ee nt the Indian and Metis Friendship Ccn
tre in $nsk:l1oon ,.od felt thai the "real world" of eililenship thai these 
loCholars were diseussmg said little to the life of those "citizens" who arc 
worSI off wi thin our liberal. hopeful society. After a ll . ci tizenship has 
otien been ell iended by way o f eonn ict. For mstancc. there is a direct 
relallonship betwccn the siriking of the Royal Commission on Aborigi
na l Peoples and the Oka Conflic t. As Sir Isaiah Berlin has often stated: 
"Oul of the crooked timbcrofhumanity no stra ighl lh ing was ever made," 
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The Nf!IHJ/'/ of /he NO.l'a/ CUluminiOll QII Aborlg/l,lIf P('ople.~. 1'0lwIII' 
Three. GOlhe";,,!; S//"I'II1;11I hal> an ell tensive ehaptcr (five) on eduealion. 
Comprehensive in nil iure. yet brief by necessity. one could sensc there 
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\\3S much more behind Ihe sidebars and case siudies. While Ihe research 
reports and hearings concernmg Aboriginal educallon arc ava ilable on 
the CD-ROM For Sel'{!11 Generatiolls, not many Canadians have found 
Ihis fo nnal accessible. Flllfilli llg fhe Promise makes avai lable se ... eral of 
these works in a collection providing grcaler deplh 10 Gathering SIn!llglh's 
chapter r, \ e, and should not on ly infonn . but inspire educators. policy 
planners. and administrators. 

Considering there arc only thirteen chaplers. the edi tors ha ve repre
sented a diverse number of approaches to Aborigina l educa tion, Many 
regions arc represented in thc case studies from Vancouver to Nunavik. 
and the North wes t Ter ri to rie s to Akwe sas ne, If an y p lace is 
underrepresented , it may be the Atlantic region. Several o f the authors. 
taking a review approach. arc comprehensive in their research as in Abele. 
Dittburner and Graham 's review of the shifting undcrstand ing of Abo
riginal education in policy, Thesc authors deserve spec ial mention for 
condensing their original work (Graham. Diuburner. & Abe1c. 1996) into 
thc present chapter that still manages to clearly con vey their central the
sis. Other " review" approaches include Fettes and Norton 's examination 
o f language policies. Davis' review of distance cducalion in iliati\'es. and 
Hodgson-Smith 's welcome deflal ing o f un iquely Aboriginal " learning 
slyles." 

The case sludies inelude Ihe Gabriel Dumont Institute, the First Na
lions House of Learning. Akwesasne Sc ience and Mathematics Pilot 
Project, and education in Nunavik. Any onc of these e)(amples contains a 
wealth of ideas that places elsewhere might draw on fo r success in Abo
rigi nal education. They cannot, however, be simply picked up and p laced 
down in a new environment. Indeed, the most important theme to take 
from this collection is the need to be respectful and responsive to local 
community desires and tradi tions in educat ion planning. 

Two chapters are not based on a prior submission to the RCA I). One 
is Castellano's endorsement of the For Sewn Generations CD-ROM . 
Certainly il is a useful resource for educators. Its cost has made it pro
hibiti ve for individual use but institutions should budget to make it a part 
o f their collection. Hampton 's revisiting of RCAP's recommendation 
3.5.32 to establish an Aboriginal Peoples International University was 
especially inspiring to this reader (A ll of RCAP's recommendations on 
education arc reprinted in an appendi )( , a handy inclusion). In a book full 
of examples of the beSl practices in Aboriginal educat ion, Ihis chapter 
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provided ImrK: lus 10 dream of wh:u hll ~ yet to be done 
flut it is 1101 :11 181ll11cli and liun~hlnc. lo paraphraseonc of the aulhon. 

The chullcngcs arc ~rcrll and lhrouglwut the hook we arc continually 
rClIlllldcd of the barriers IluiI C)(UiI m terms of fuodm g, and ;nSlllu[ IOnal 
rc. i ~tnncc to change III. JUil twO examples. Sti li , the lIu.hars allow us 10 
"' lIll r~C what is I)()S~lb l c. I lhmk the edi tors sum II up best in their con
chl ~lnn : "ThiN collection of case ~ lU lli cs [lnd rc~ca rch rCJlOI1S presents (J 

snarhhot of the complex landscape in which Ahoriginal education j), tak
ing plnce - a I llnd~cllpc in which hope and possibility live SIde by 8idc 
wilh conslrnillland fru ) lnllion" (p.25 I ). II is an mspiring collection, bUI 
Wi lh rt dose of reality. 

If there is IIny weakness with the collection , it is thllt somec(}sc stud
Ies aJlpcur dated ~cye r:ll YClH8 aftcr [hei r initiill submission to RCAI'. 
Davis acknowledgcR SlIch ll illnitalion in her chapler on di stance eduCIl
tion IlS her research prcdated the proliferat ion o f Internet rcsources Bnd 
more widt..'!>.pread UliC oflhis medium in Aboriginal education. Valoskakis' 
recounllng of Abonglnal brOilclclIsling was written pnor 10 TYNC's be· 
co ming [he nat ion al APTN , Si mi larly, LaFrilllce's epilogue on the 
Akwesll~ne Scicnce lind Malh Pi lot I'rojec[ lea yes one wonting more de· 
tllll ~. The material in this collection, bascd on rescareh undel1aken IIllhe 
early to mid·ninelies. ;s probably as recent as il can be ; yet ncw chal
lenges and new resources in Abonginal education have ilPPCllrcd in th is 
shol'l amount oflllll e. 

Thi s is indi~pcns llb l e for cducntMs find shou ld be felld by policy plllIl ' 
ners. 
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