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Pryce's words, those commemorative aclS of reburia l are aclS "which 
resurrect a life lived well. which asserts the proper moral relation
ships between land. people, and ancestors, as well as ethnic and so
cioeconomic vitality" (p.98). In conclusion. I highly recommend Paula 
Pryce's book. "Keeping the Lakes' Way." 

Mary Jane Warde. George Washing tOil Grayson alld tile Creek Na
tion. /843 -/ 920. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1999. 

Review by James Tay lor Carson, Queen's Uni versity 

George Washington Grayson was born into the Creek nalion in 1843, 
nearly a decade afte r the fedcf'J.1 governmenl had removed hi s people 
from Alabama to present-day Oklahoma. Although Grayson's par
ents and eXlended family raised him according 10 Creek traditions. 
he emerged as one of the nation's most outspoken proponents of "pro
gressivism," the idea that Creeks needed 10 mimic certain facets of 
Anglo-American culture in order to survive in the United States. Such 
a seeming contradiction marks Grayson as a fascinating figure. He 
reconci led hi s Creek heritage and support for acculturation by es
pousing a Creek national ism that sought to preserve his people 'seth
nic identity, but at the same time embraced Anglo-American politi
cal and economic innovations. 

Mary Jane Warde 's study of Grayson focuses on his publ ic life 
and ex pands greatl y on Grayson's published autobiography. He at
tended college in his leen years, served in the Confederate army in 
the Civil War, worked as a businessman and as a newspaper column
iSI, and occupied various posil ions in the Creek nationa l government 
until his elevat ion 10 the office of chief in 19 17. His involvement in 
the war. reconstruction. allot ment and the di ssolu tion of the nation 
al lows Warde to offer a detailed chronicle of Creek affairs from the 
mid- 19th century until the early 20lh century. Much of (he ground 
she covers is new. and the catalogue of problems Grayson and the 
Creeks had wi th the federa l governmenl. the courts and Congress is 
heartbreak ing 10 read. 

What is missing from the author 's analysis of Grayson 's life are 
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the substantive connect ions between him and his culture. Grayson 
clearly considered himself Creek and from lime 10 time the aUlhOf 

links him to hi s culture. from view ing hi s life in light of the Creeks' 
traditional four cycles of life to depicting his service in the Confed
erate anny in tenus of the Creek warrior ethic. To evaluate Grayson's 
re lationship to his ancestral culture it is imperati ve to see thai culture 
as a motivating faclO r in hi s life. A more cons istent cullura] interpre
tation would round out the authors analys is and lransfonn the book 
from a narrative of a Creek history in which Grayson played an im
portant role 10 an exploration of what it meant to be Creek in such a 
tumultuous lime. 

Warde hinges her analysis of Grdyson's life on his service as a 
cultural broker. Educated in both the Creek and Anglo-American tra
ditions, Grayson was well positioned to act as an inlennediary. The 
lenn broker, however, does a disservice 10 the bicultural ind ividuals 
to whom il is so often applied because it reduces them to c iphers who 
sought 10 mediate contact. Grayson was not a broker. To be sure, he 
could ci rculate in the halls of Congress just as easily as he cou ld on 
the stomp grounds ofOkfuskee. but he was no t simply an intennedi
ary. He was a leader with a di stinct ideology that he endeavoured to 
impleme nt through public service. To eall him a broker misconstrues 
hi s ambitions and ideas. 

One aspect of War dc's narrative that is sure to cause controversy 
is her use of tenns like "mi xed blood" and "full blood." The author 
defends he r use of the tenns by arguing Ihat Grayson and other con
temporaries as well as American Indi ans today use them to distin
guish "conservatives" from "progressives." Herrcasoning is spec ious 
because she does not use the various epithets Creeks and Anglo
Americans reserved for African Americans at the time nor does she 
refer to Indians of othe r tribes as "Blanket Indians" as Grayson did. 
The onl y way to escape the racist traps of tc rms like "mixed blood" 
and "full blood" is to drop them altogether, no mailer whethe r they 
were used then o r now in Nati ve America. Using racialtenns to con
note beliefs and behaviors is simply unacceptable. A more construc
tive approach would be to use adjectives thai descri be behavior, and 
in characterizing Grayson as a Creek nationalist, Warde hilS the mark. 
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It is a pity that she did not heed the words of one chief she quoted 
who gave the lie to the utility of such terms. "An infusion of white 
blood into the Creek," Moty Tiger wrote, "does not always make 
him a good businessman" (p. 2 15) 

George Washington Grayson died in 1920, hav ing devoted the 
bener part of his life to protecting the sovereignty of his nation. Un
able to stem the tide of robber barons and milroad boomers who 
gobbled up the Creeks ' land , Grdyson's resistance nonetheless offers 
a poignant reminde r of just how awful fede ral lndian policy was. 
Another world ex ists , however, that Warde left alone. What was 
Grayson's relationship to hi s family? How did he behave at home? 
And how "Creek" or "American" was he as a father and husband? 
As long as such detail s of his personal life remain obscu re. it will be 
d ifficult to full y assess his legacy as a Creek nationalist. 

Keith R. Widder. Battle/or the Soul: Metis Childrel/ Encow ller Evan
gelical Protestants at Mackinaw Mission , 1823 -1837. East Lansing: 
Michigan State University Press, 1999. 

Review by Brenda Macdougall , Uni versity of Saskatchewan 

Over twenty years ago, historian John Foster encouraged scholars of 
Metis hi story to recognize that Metis people were as di verse as Lndi
ans or European s and to write about that diversity in a meani ngful 
way. Unfonunate ly, few scholars have heeded his words and vigor
ously examined what Metis identity was outs ide the nationalist'ic 
struggles in the 19th century. Ke ith R. Widder 's Battle/or the SOIl I : 

Metis Children EI/col/ Iller EI'ongelica/ Protestants ar Mackinaw Mis
sion. 1823-1837 expands the scope of Metis history and con tributes 
10 a growi ng literature that seeks 10 unde rstand the di versity of Metis 
cullu re. While Widder argues that Metis identity in the Great Lakes 
was di ffuse because there was no large central community such as 
the Red Ri ver settlement , he demonstrates Ihal the Greal Lakes Metis 
neve rtheless recognizcd their d istinctiveness as a separate people. 
This Great Lllke Metis identity WliS ev idenced. llccording to Widder, 
by Iheir gene ral rejection of Americanization and simultaneous adop-
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