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F. Laurie Barron and Joseph Garcea (editors). Urban Indian Resen'es: 
Forging New Rela/ionships in Saskatchewan. Saskatoon, SK: Purich 
Publisher, 1999. 

Review by Allison M. Williams, Department of Geography, 
University of Saskatchewan 

Urban Indian Reserves provides a timely analysis of the urban-re
serve phenomenon in Saskatchewan. Although provincial in scope. 
thecotlcction provides a model for the country. The deliberate choice 
that Saskatchewan First Nations have made in adding urban areas to 
reserves- without comprising their Aboriginal and treaty rights (v ia 
the Treaty Land Entitlement Framework Agreement}--as part of 
along-tcnn economic and political development strategy is unique 
and novel. Thi s is ev ident in the commercial and institutional activi
ties in which the four urban rescrves-Saskatoon , Prince Albert, Fort 
Qu'Appelle, Yorkton-fealUred in the collection are designated. In 
addition, the ambitious role that municipal governments in Saskatch
ewan have taken on in defining their relationship with urban reserves 
is unusual and progressive and provides a framework from which 
others can operate. 

The strength of this volume is the mix of contributors, represent
ing a cross-section of academic disciplines and municipal practition
ers from both the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. To 
illustrate, the Aboriginal perspective is presented in at least four chap
ler contributions written by First Nations administrators. Other au
thors include civic administrators representing municipal planning 
and economic development departments, and various social scien
lists allhe University of Saskatchewan and the Saskatchewan Indian 
Federated College. A short section containing a brief descriptive para
graph about each contributor would have added context to hi s or her 
contribution, and the reby added perspective to the overall volume. 

The editors deserve congratulations for staging the book's con
tributions so well. They frame the thirteen-chapter collection with a 
strong introduc tion, which sets the stage for the reader; and then pro
vide a summary conclusion, which operates as a renection on the 
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chapters while suggesting areas for future research. Recognizing that 
the book examines thecrealion off OUT reserves, the book would have 
been better organized and somewhat easier to read (and use as a ref
erence) if the stories of each of these projects were presented in sec
tions. Two sect ions could have encompassed the four stories, with 
the first section representing the two reserves that were created amidst 
great bitterness, and the second desc ribing the two reserves nurtu red 
between the local municipality and the First Nations band council in 
political hannony. By div iding the book into these two sections, rep
etition spec ific to the Treaty Land Entitlement Framework Agree
ment (where funds to acquire land in fulfillment of treaties were re
ceived by First Nations) would have been minimized. 

Although the collection is a "must-read" fo r every scholar work
ing on contemporary urban planning and/or First Nations issues, both 
First Nations and municipalities wou ld be amiss if Urbal/ II/dian Re
serves were not on thei r Teading list, given the practical value of the 
analysis presented. 

10hn M. Coward. The Newspaper I"dia,,: Native American Identify 
i llfhe p /·css. 1820· 1890. Urbana: Uni versity of Illinoi s Press. 1999. 

Review by Mark C. Anderson. Department of History. Brock 
Universi ty 

The Othering of Ind igenous peoples is easy to establi sh from 
Christopher Columbus's diaries (noted in this book) to Disney an i
mated features released in the 1990s. This scourge is endcmic. has 
deep hi storical and cultural rOOIS, and ex ists all around us. Yet . though 
the images of Indians Ihat surface in the mass med ia frequentl y ap
pear to be simplistic (that's the nature of cliches), their manufactu re 
and originat ion are difficul! to ascertain . 

To that end. this historical field tends to focus on the images them
selves. and not on their production. 10hn M. Coward 's ambitious 
study does both- and. as a result . offe rs a major contribution to the 

literature. 
The study explores American press characterizations of Indig-
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